
  

 

                

               The Monthly Newsletter of 
 Olivet Lutheran Church 
 Sylvania, Ohio 
 

                  Back-to-School ~ Fall 2021 

from Pastor  Melissa…  
 
Dear People of Olivet: 
 

Once every couple years, I dust off the bookshelves in my 
office. I was gifted by Pastor Glenn Stadler with a set of 
books related to parenting in the craziness and chaos of the 
information age. As I was dusting them off, I thought, 
“What parent has time to read a book about parenting?” 
Unless to take comfort that one is not lost or alone in the 
vocation and its challenges. 
 

We enter the season of autumn soon. Most of our school-
aged children are back to school already. In most years, 
this can be a time of ramping up routines and activities… 
At Olivet, too, we will begin confirmation ministry, wom-
en’s Bible study, and mission emphasis projects again. 
 

At our council meeting last Thursday, we reflected on are-
as of our personal lives or the world at large in which we 
are ready to see a 180° change – and where we notice our 
resistance to change. A couple people remarked on how 
the slower pace, with fewer activities, during the pandemic 
has been a blessing. I was also reminded of a clip from 
Ted Lasso (an Apple TV series many are watching these 
days). The rather rough professional footballer Roy Kent 
cares for his niece, while the team owner Rebecca strug-
gles to reconnect to her goddaughter. Roy comments that 
young people don’t need to be entertained, they just want 
to be part of our lives. He proves the point by inviting his 
niece to a podiatrist appointment – she enthusiastically 
accepts the invitation! It is fiction, after all. 
 

And that’s it, isn’t it? The thing that we all want and need 
and crave just a bit more of is to really be part of people’s 
lives, especially the ones we love. We want the comfort of 
showing up in spaces where we are known, and loved, and 
don’t have to “dress the part” or “project confidence” or 
hide behind masks.  
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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At council, we took time to hear one another’s thoughts 
about life. We don’t do that often. I could feel anxiety ris-
ing in me because it does take time – and always there is 
the rush to get things done. But mixed with that anxiety 
was the glorious blessing of knowing this is how the king-
dom of God is and this is what we need more of in our 
lives. To sit, to listen, to take time.  
 

I have had a couple recent experiences where I am witness-
ing or walking alongside someone who is saying “No” to 
something to which they used to say “Yes.” The “No” isn’t 
necessarily permanent. It just means there are limits, and 
limits help us REALLY show up in places and with people 
in ways that an often-packed existence doesn’t allow.  
 

Churches are notoriously dependent upon people who are 
willing to say “Yes.” It takes so many “yeses” to keep 
things going. And yet, we are invited by Christ to be selec-
tive in our yeses. What will this autumn hold for you? What 
can wait for another time?  
 

With love, 
Pastor Melissa 
 

P. S. Walter Brueggemann wrote a book entitled, “Sabbath 
as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now.” Don’t 
buy it. Don’t read it. Just think about the statement and im-
agine how you will cultivate the garden of your time and 
energy, and who will be welcome there.  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

2021 Congregational Council 
 

President Penny Moran 
Vice President Chad Ehrhardt 
Secretary Cynthia Fett 
Treasurer Barry Shaner 
Financial Secretary Mike Vince 
 

Members 
Stephanie Banister Michelle Lane  
Dave Bell Noel Heisler  
Dave Hupp Carolyn Pietras 
Kent Jackman Frank Shuff  
Mandy Tetreau    
 

Youth Member    Raiden Browning  
 

Pastors  
 Nathan J. Tuff, Lead Pastor 
 Melissa Micham, Associate Pastor 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
      Donna Mens 

 

Director of Operations 
 Shannon Walker 

 
As of  
August 23 
 
 

 

Joseph Belinske 
Carol & Harold Leupp - 
Handbell & Olivet Choirs 
Deb & Ric Shock 
Cindy & Jim Betz 
Emilyn & Jerry Jakes 
Marty & Brad Kupsky 
Darla Culberson 

 
 

Doug Fuller 
Marty Kupsky 
Lynn & Bob Brubaker 
Marlene Schober 

 
Sharon Davis 

Darla Culberson 
 
Mollie Hott 

Carol & Harold Leupp 
 
In Honor of  John & Becky 
Zechman’s  
50th Anniversary 

Linda Lewin 

Pastoral Acts     June - August 
 

Funeral/Memorial 
Joe Belinske 
Sharon Davis 
Doug Fuller 
Mollie Hott 

Tom Williamson 
 

Graveside  Service 
Millie Page 

Mary McMacken 
 

 

Wedding 
Amanda Schuster and Matt Blough 

 

Baptism 
Riley Rawson 

 

Pastoral Care Requests 
 

Please contact the church office 
during office hours at 419-882-2077 
or leave a message after hours. For 
pastoral emergencies, please refer 
to our pastors’ voicemail instruc-
tions.  
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Sunday, September 12, 2021 
10:00 a.m.  

Christian Life Center 
 

† Two and three-year-olds will receive Story 
Bibles. 

† Third Graders will receive Study Bibles. 

† The Leisure League will present items for 
sale at their Annual Harvest Sale. 

† Olivet Choir will sing! Bells will ring! 

† Old-Fashioned Picnic on the Lawn after 
the church service. 

 - Hot dogs, chips and drinks provided 

 - Bring a lawn chair (and lawn games if 
you like) 

 - Visit Ladder Truck #419 to make your 
own root beer float 

DON’T MISS THIS SPECIAL DAY!  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Coming Home” to Olivet 
Advice from the Responsible Reopening Team 

 

Are you excited to attend Olivet’s Homecom-
ing on September 12? Anxious? Both? If so, 
that’s normal as we navigate our way back 
into the social landscape. The following infor-
mation will help you prepare to “Come 
Home” to Olivet. 
 

Research tells us that social skills can atrophy 
just like muscles that are not used. If you are 
isolated from other people for an extended 
period of time, you may end up feeling awk-
ward, socially anxious, and unable to tolerate 
what used to feel mundane. This is a collec-
tive experience of  those who have been iso-
lated and it’s happening to everyone who has 
had a decreased level of social contact due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Feelings of anger, 
tiredness, irritability and sadness may indicate 
that you have been isolated far too long. 
 

As you return to corporate worship you may 
try practicing your social skills in the follow-
ing ways: 
• Communicate with other people via email 

or phone calls even if it feels awkward. 
• Accept feelings of awkwardness. 
• Make jokes about the situation.  
• Ask open-ended questions in conversation 

and really listen to what is said. 
• Start out with gatherings that feel safer to 

you with people you know well or in 
smaller groups such as Bible studies or 
mid-week services. 

• Be friendly. 
Excerpts written by Arlin Cuncic,  

published April 21, 2021 
in verywellmind.com 

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP   

LEISURE LEAGUE HARVEST SALE 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 12, 2021 
CLC Hallway 

9:30-10:00 & 11:00-11:30 a.m. 
(before and after the special   
worship service in the CLC) 

 
• Baked Goods 

 
• Produce 

 
• Crafts 

 
 
Profits go toward purchases for the Leisure 
League’s annual Cherry Street Mission  
Service Project of personal care bags for their 
men and women clients. 
 

Please help support our much-needed project! 
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                                  MUSIC AT OLIVET 

 
JUBILEE & REJOICE 
HANDBELL CHOIRS 

We are all looking forward 
to getting back in the “ring 
of things” (ahem, I mean 
swing of things) and re-

hearsing and ringing beautiful music for our 
congregation.  
 

We have all missed each other and everyone in 
the congregation. We were very sorry to see 
Ross and Rachel Sendi move out of town.  
They are both excellent ringers and contributed 
so much to Rejoice and Jubilee Handbell 
Choirs. We are also sad to lose Aaron Banister, 
who will be playing in the Praise Band this 
year. Also, Manzetta Jackson has decided not 
to continue. Manzetta gave her all to Jubilee.  
Thanks to Ross, Rachel, Aaron and Manzetta 
for their wonderful years of ringing and the joy 
they brought to all of us by being in the hand-
bell choirs. God bless you for sharing your tal-
ents with us! 
 

With that being said, I NEED TWO RING-
ERS FOR JUBILEE. If you have had any 
music experience of any kind – piano lessons 
in the past, played in a high school band, sung 
in a choir – enough music experience that you 
know the difference between a whole note and 
a quarter note, I would love to have you join 
us. We rehearse on TUESDAYS FROM 7:30-
9:00 P.M. I must say, we do have a lot of fun 
and laugh a lot (mostly at the director, unfortu-
nately!)  If you have any interest, please email 
me, or contact me ASAP. I will be happy to 
meet with you prior to our first rehearsal to 
teach you how to ring. I guarantee you will 
enjoy this awesome group. I’m planning some 
beautiful music to ring this year, so please 
email me or call me on my cell phone or con-
tact the church office and they will get in touch 
with me. I would love it.  HEY, MEN OUT 
THERE, I NEED YOU. Aaron’s bells are 
heavy, and you are needed! Please join us!   
We have found in both groups the wonderful 
support of each other in happy and sad times. 
 

 
 
 
We will have our first rehearsal  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2021.   
 

Mark your calendar for our Olivet Handbell 
Christmas Concert - Sunday, December 5, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.   
 

Ringing for Christ, 
Carol Miller, Director 
419-283-1895 (cell phone) 
419-882-2077 (church office – they can reach 
me) 
 
 
CALLING ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN!  
 

I MISS YOU SO MUCH!  I hope to see you 
on Sunday, September 12 for the 
“Homecoming” fun time in the CLC at 10:00 
a.m. and Sunday, September 19 for Rally Day.  
For all you kids who were at Vacation Bible 
School, we will be singing some of the fun 
songs that you learned – “My Lord’s Gonna 
Come in the Morning” - “Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego” – “God is My Refuge and God is 
My Strength.”  
 

I CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU ALL. Please 
come!  I’ve missed you. John 3:16 says that 
“God so loved the world he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will 
never die but have ETERNAL LIFE.”  I would 
like to have you all sing in church several 
times during the year – I NEED YOU!!! 
 

Much Love to you all, 
Carol Miller 
“The Sunday School Music Lady” 
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Our first rehearsal is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Sept. 8 at 7:30 
p.m. following  the mid-week 
worship service in the sanctuary. 
New music will be distributed, 
then we will attempt to harness 
our voices for an hour of singing. 
 

I have an aggressive schedule planned. The 
choir will sing for at least thirty regular 9:00 
a.m. worship services plus present two canta-
tas, one Advent, the other Lenten. 
 
Membership should top thirty this year as we 
have new members coming on board. This 
means that we have outgrown rehearsing in the 
choir room. To accommodate our larger en-
semble, we will practice in the sanctuary up 
front or in the Christian Life Center. 
 
Owing to the delta variant, I will take every 
precaution to safeguard everyone’s health. 
This includes wide spacing of singers, ventila-
tion and masks as needed. It is necessary for 
all choir participants to be fully vaccinated. 
 
Consider joining Olivet Choir and please pray 
for the health of all. 
 
In Christ, 
Steve 
 
 

WOW! I just have to say how proud I am of 
the many folks from Olivet Choir who stepped 
up to the plate during the COVID experience. 
 
From solos to duets, to sextets, instrumental 
specials and the valuable contributions of the 
Assisting Ministers, we endured well. 
 
Thanks to all! 
Steve 
 

MUSIC AT OLIVET 

Sunday Mornings 
 

Olivet’s traditional worship service is offered 
at 9:00 for those who appreciate hymns, choir, 
organ music and traditional 
liturgy.  
 

Xavier Suarez is our talented 
organist. He provides music 
throughout the service and 
accompanies the choir. 
Olivet Choir and talented 
instrumentalists from among 
our congregation contribute 
regularly to the service. 

 
The Vine contemporary ser-
vice meets every Sunday at 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian 
Life Center.  
 

Ashley Kohn leads the praise 
band and worshippers in sing-
ing new favorite songs such as 

“Oceans” and “How Great is Our God.” You 
can hear many of these songs on Proclaim FM 
102.3 or K-LOVE radio. 

WORSHIP 

 
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary 

 

Enjoy coming together to worship our God! 
This service of liturgy, prayer and Holy     

Communion currently meets in the Sanctuary 
to assure the health and safety of all. 

We hope to see you soon. 

Wednesday Evenings 
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Andrew Steele, representing Lutheran Immi-
gration and Refugee Services, will be present 
in worship and will preach at both services. 
He will be available for conversation during 
lunch following services and between ser-
vices to speak with the Body Shop students. 
 

from the LIRS website:  
     For over 80 years, Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service has been a champion for 
refugees and migrants from around the globe. 
     Our legacy of compassionate service has 
made a difference in the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people who have found safety 
and hope in America’s communities. Our 
history reflects American Lutherans’ deep 
immigrant roots and passionate commitment 
to welcoming newcomers, especially those 
who are most in need. 

SPECIAL GUEST SEPT. 19 

 

A lot can change in a 
year ~ and we would 
like to update  
our visitation list! If 
you would appreciate 
receiving communion 

in your home, please contact the church office 
no later than September 30. Please ask for 
Chrisann Shaner or leave a phone message af-
terhours (419-882-2077). We are glad to know 
if your request is temporary or long-term. 
Health, transportation, or other personal con-
cerns are great reasons to welcome this minis-
try of support!  Pastor Nate and Pastor Melissa 
make routine visits along with a team of kind 
and supportive individuals who are trained to 
bring you communion.   
 

Visitation Ministers are supported by the pasto-
ral and office staff. They make monthly visits 
to one or more members of our congrega-
tion.  If you would like to assist with this min-
istry as a visitation minister, please contact 
Pastor Melissa 
(pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org or 419-309-
0114) or Membership Coordinator, Chrisann 
Shaner for further information.   
membership@olivetsylvania.org or  
419-882-2077 

 

Our team is complete! In order to bring 
livestream worship to those worshipping at 
home locally and all over the world, it takes a 
team to manage the livestream and control 
the sound. Olivet’s 9 am volunteers are 
Duane Abbott, Shelley McMacken, Matt  
Olrich, Danny Pietras and Susan Santoro.  
 

Tyler Martin continues to volunteer for ALL 
livestream and sound responsibilities at The 
Vine, along with assisting with 9 AM  
worship for set-up, tear-down and technical 
support.  

MEET YOUR 9 A.M. 
LIVESTREAM/SOUND TECH 

TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

PATRIOTIC YOUTH AWARD 
 

During VBS this year, the children wrote 
“Thank You” cards to America’s veterans 
and sent them to the local VFW.  
 

We recently received a commendation from 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary to 
the youth at Olivet  

“for your exemplary display of patriotism. 
Your actions and deeds are appreciated and 
commended by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States Auxiliary.” 

   Rebecca Dombrowski, July 10, 2021 
 

The award is displayed in the Coffee Fellow-
ship area. Thank you to the children and to 
Penny Moran for this great idea and seeing it 
through to completion. 

mailto:pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org
mailto:membership@olivetsylvania.org
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We have had “in person” Spark 
and Club 345 gather-
ings for kids who are 
present each Sunday 
at both worship ser-

vices since the end of April. These have been 
well attended (for summertime) with up to 
eight kids at each service. Zoom classes, which 
had been held between worship services at 10 
and 10:30, have been suspended for the re-
mainder of the summer due to low/no attend-
ance.  
 

Fall programming begins September 19.   
I have a few teachers who have said they will 
come back to teach in the fall and am recruit-
ing new teachers as well. The hope is to split 
classes by age group (pre-k -k; 1st/2nd grade, 3rd 
– 5th grade) in September. All ages have been 
meeting together as one group during the sum-
mer. We will be piloting a new curriculum by 
Sparkhouse called “Neighbor” (who also offer 
the Spark and Whirl curriculum) for the first 
four weeks of classes, then we will resume our 
Whirl curriculum.   
 

Several Club 345 kids have been meeting with 
me weekly for a book discussion of C.S. Lew-
is’s “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 
Six kids have participated and we had our final 
discussion on this book  and then watched the 
movie. Most of the group wants to continue 
reading the other books in the series, “The 
Chronicles of Narnia,” so we will continue to 
meet weekly on Thursdays after school.  
 
 

Anyone in grades 3 or above who would like 
to join us for the next book, “The Horse and 
His Boy” is welcome to do so. We meet each 
Thursday at Olivet from 4:00/4:15 – 5:00-ish 
Snacks and drinks provided. This has been a 
really fun way to get the kids together while 
reading books with a good message. If your 
child would like to participate, please let me 
know so I can order a book for them!  
 
 
 

Presentation of Bibles will take 
place during the Homecoming 
worship service on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Christian Life Center. Our 2 and 
3 year olds (or anyone ages 2 
through 2nd grade who have not yet received 
one) will receive their Whirl Story Bibles, new 
3rd graders (or anyone in grades 3 – 5 who 
have not received one) will receive their Whirl 
Study Bibles and our incoming 6th graders to 
Body Shop will receive their Collaborate Bi-
bles. 
 

Body Shop (Junior High Catechism) 
 

Our 2021/22 Body Shop year be-
gins on Sunday, September 19 
with a parent/student orientation. 
We are expecting about 22 students 
this year.  Our hope is to resume 
our pre-covid Body Shop schedule 
with lunch together at noon, large 

group session at 12:30 and small group time at 
1:15.  Pastor Nate has chosen a new curricu-
lum for this fall called “Collaborate” through 
Augsburg Fortress. The Collaborate material 
presents faith as a path of growth and discov-
ery and helps students explore how faith is rel-
evant to their lives as they collaborate on a va-
riety of projects. Our focus for this year will be 
on Lutheran History and Catechism. We will 
preview the new curriculum with our small 
group leaders at a meeting on Sept. 7. 
 

Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation 
Our time of preparation kicks off on Saturday, 
October 2 at the Fall into Lakeside Retreat in 
Lakeside, OH. This is a retreat for all junior/
senior high school youth throughout our NW 
Ohio Synod. We will be using the retreat as a 
way to gather, connect and serve with our 9th 
grade youth. The theme of this retreat is Grief, 
Release and Renewal. 

 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

FAITH FORMATION/CHILDREN/TEENS/FAMILY MINISTRIES 
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For All Adults 
 Sundays at 10:10 in the Teen Room 

Mike Moore leads the group using the 
Upper Room Devotional books. The 
books are free and may be found at 
each entrance to the church. Mike  
emphasizes that adults should feel  
under NO pressure. Just come and 
enjoy the fellowship and discussion. 
 

For Women 
Tuesdays at 9:30 in the Teen Room 
Women of Olivet and friends will  
continue to meet for study, fellowship 
and encouragement. Please feel free to 
join this friendly group. Contact  
Donna Mens with any questions. 

Sunday, October 3 - Student/parent orienta-
tion to Affirmation ~ 5:30 -7:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday Oct. 10, 17, 24 - “Prep nights” will be 
Sunday evenings from 7:00-8:30, led by Pastor 
Nate.  
 

Wednesday, Oct. 27 Rehearsal 
in the Sanctuary ~ 5:30-6:30. 
 

Confirmation Day - Sunday, 
October 31, 9:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Thirteen of our 
freshmen youth will be confirmed.  
 
 
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 
High school youth will 
gather on Sundays, Sept 26, 
Oct 24, Nov 28 and Dec 19. 
Time and location to be de-
termined. 
 

The ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

Sunday, July 24 – Thursday, July 28, 
2022  

 
A $150 non-refundable deposit is needed for 
any current 8th-12th grade youth who plans to 
attend. Please contact Pastor Melissa with any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Our first fall fundraiser will be helping with the 
scrapbook event on Saturday, October 23. 
Mark your calendar now!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

FAITH FORMATION/
CHILDREN/TEENS/FAMILY 

MINISTRIES 

The Vine Service Needs YOU! 
 

Are you looking for a way to use your 
time and talents and serve God?   

Read on and prayerfully consider this! 
 

There is a team of volunteers who create the 
power points for The Vine service. The team 
could benefit from one – two new members. 
The responsibilities are to assemble the 
songs (already created by Ashley Kohn) and 
other slides into a power point and to find 
appropriate images to enhance the sermon 
message. Then on Sunday morning you 
“run” the power point. 
 

Each team member only needs to do one 
week approximately every five weeks. Basic 
knowledge of power point is helpful but not 
necessary. Assistance is provided until you 
feel comfortable doing it solo.   
 

If you think you may be interested or have 
questions, please contact Carol Borton: car-
oljborton@gmail.com; 419-704-5416 

 

mailto:caroljborton@gmail.com
mailto:caroljborton@gmail.com
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Olivet’s Racial Equity Team 
cordially invites you to study  
“The Color of Compromise: 
The Truth About the American 
Church’s Complicity in Rac-
ism,” by Jemar Tisby. 
 

Question: “Why should Chris-
tians delve into the history of racism? 
Answer: “To build up the body of Christ.” 
 

In the foreword, music artist Lecrae writes,  
“As Christians, when we read the Bible, we 
recognize that events that happened thou-
sands of years ago are still relevant today. 
We also see that Scripture never hides the 
ugly parts of history when it comes to the 
people of God. The Bible reveals David’s 
adultery, Jonah’s selfishness, and Peter’s 
failure of faith. Just as we can’t take out 
the parts of the Bible that we don’t like or 
that make us uncomfortable, we can’t cele-
brate the shining moments of the American 
church’s history and then ignore the 
shameful aspects of that history. We either 
fully acknowledge the entire history or dis-
miss it all.” 
 

Tisby’s book will challenge the way you think 
and help you to understand the reality of our 
past that affects our present. 
 

Tisby’s work will be presented over 12 ses-
sions on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning 
September 13. Each session will last about an 
hour and will include a 20 minute video, small 
group discussion and scripture. Sessions will 
be facilitated by Raiden Browning, Amy Dix-
on, Cynthia Fett, Heidi Lohrmann, Fred Sand-
mann and Pastor Melissa. 
 

Call the church office at 419-882-2077 or  
Pr. Melissa: pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org 
by Friday, September 3 to 
receive your complimentary 
copy of the book and an link to 
the recording of each session 
on YouTube. 

WALKERS  
Tuesdays at 5:15 pm  
Sept. 7   Toledo Botanical Garden 
  (Elmer St. entrance) 
Sept. 28  Swan Creek - Airport Hwy entrance 
Oct.  5    Sylvania Riverwalk 
Oct.  26  Fallen Timbers Battlefield 
 

Sundays at 3:30 pm 
Sept. 19  Wildwood - Ward Pavilion  
  (east entrance) 
Oct.  17  Oak Openings - Oak Openings Lodge 
Nov. 14  Farnsworth Park - Roche de Bout  
  parking lot 
 

For more information on the walks, please 
contact Nancy Hamilton: 567-202-5487 
email: ne.hamilton@hotmail.com. Family, 
friends, and friendly dogs are welcome on the 
walks! 
 
 

 

BIKERS 
 
 
 
Saturday at 2 pm - University Parks Trail   
 Meet at the McCord Rd. parking lot 
Sept. 11, Sept. 25, Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov. 6, 
Nov. 20   

 

For more information on the bike rides, please 
contact Matt Olrich:  mobile: 419-343-3220 
email: molrich@bex.net. Family and friends 
are welcome to join the ride!   

ORIENTATION TO OLIVET 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24  ~  NOON 

If you are interested in joining Olivet, plan to 
attend this informative session.  Call Chrisann 

Shaner: 419-882-2077 or email:  
membership@olivetsylvania.org 

THE COLOR OF  
COMPROMISE OLIVET’S WALKERS AND 

BIKERS 

mailto:ne.hamilton@hotmail.com
mailto:molrich@bex.net


10 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. 

To schedule an appointment, please call  
1-800-733-2767 or visit  

RedCrossBlood.org and enter  

 

Speaking of Olivet’s grounds…  
 

Mike Cook, along with Bob Mens, would 
like to take the lead in reviving Olivet’s 
building and grounds committee. This 
group would take an active role along with 
Shannon Walker, Director of Operations, in 
analyzing and planning repairs, updates, 
etc. Please consider how your particular 
gifts would enhance your beloved Olivet. 
Contact Mike, Bob or Shannon with your 
interest and/or questions.    

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

Many thanks to several people who have 
sweated and toiled in the summer sun to keep 
our grounds in tip top condition!. 
 

We all enjoy the beautiful big geraniums in 
the pots beside the office entrance and at the 
front entrance. Cynthia Fett gives them week-
ly TLC. 

 

Deb Shock was seen on her hands and knees 
weeding the flower bed by the Nursery 
School entrance. She also maintains the wild-
flower garden adjacent to the office entrance. 
Those flowers are flourishing due to her care 
and attention. 
 

Candy Sturtz shopped around and found beau-
tiful flowers to plant in the big planters flank-
ing the end of the sidewalk by the drive-up 
lane.  
 

Mike Cook, who spent many hours on the 
Habitat build, then decided to see how he 
could make a difference on our grounds, for 
instance, getting rid of a nasty bee hive. 
 

God’s beauty may be enjoyed by all because  
of these volunteers. We thank them most 
heartily.  
 

OLIVET’S GROUNDS LOOK 
SO NICE!!  

       2021   $736,000  

(Offerings)      GOAL 

Date actual rec.   

January-all 
wks 64,147 44,900 

Feb. all wks 43,248 46,368 

March-all wks 50,807 51,520 

1st quarter  142,788 

April - all wks 59,194 85,376 

May - all wks 47,676 64,700 

June - all 
weeks 40,475 47,104 

July - all 
weeks 51,870  57,400 
YEAR TO 
DATE *357,417 397,368 

DEFICIT YTD   39,951 

August-4/5 
wks 53,208 58,880 

& Rummage Sale 
net 8999   

TREASURERS REPORT SUMMARY  
USING INCOME AND EXPENSES 

JULY, 2021 
ACTUAL Y-T-D INCOME:     $367,417* 
ACTUAL Y-T-D EXPENSES: $391,770 

DEFICIT: $24,353 
*Note: $10,000 moved from reserves 
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REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY 

OLIVET’S PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” - 1st Peter 4:10. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry combines work of the hands with 
prayers from the heart and seeks to  

− combine the wonderful fellowship found in our church with 
the gift of knitting and crocheting while in prayer; 

− form a prayerful ministry that reaches out especially to 
those in need of comfort and prayer in the name of Jesus. 

Prayer shawl ministries are not exclusive to 
Olivet or any one church. In 1998, Janet    
Bristow and Victoria Cole-Gallo, graduates of 
the Women’s Institute at Hartford University,   
decided to create knitted or crocheted shawls 
for people facing surgery or undergoing treat-
ments for an illness. Sometimes there are no 
words to express the care and concern for 
someone who is suffering. A prayer shawl 
wraps them in a hug filled with prayers that is 
handmade with love. Shawls are tangible    ev-
idence of Jesus’ love and comfort in their time 
of struggle. 
 

Olivet’s Prayer Shawl Ministry combines  
knitting/crocheting and prayers while the 
shawls are stitched with care and love. Yarn 
and very simple pattern instructions are pro-
vided to the volunteers. All shawls are made 
with 100% acrylic yarn. Completed shawls are 
freely given by Olivet members to those in 
need of comfort and peace and the healing 
power of prayer. Speak with Jan Kirk or  Shan-
non Walker in the office to obtain a shawl for 
your loved one. 
 
 

 
Olivet’s volunteer 
crafters have given 
away over 1200 
shawls since the    
beginning of the  
ministry. 
 

Special recognition 
goes to Sharon Heu-
berger who has made 
over 400 shawls! 
 

Join us every second 
Monday of the month 
at 6:15 in the Teen 
Room, September 13 
and October 11. We 
have wonderful fel-
lowship and you will 
be able to talk over 
the particulars of what each shawl should be 
like. Call Jan Kirk if you have any questions: 
419-367-4754 
 

New Information Regarding  
Your COVID Vaccination Card  

 

We have reliable information reminding us to 
keep our vaccine cards available as we antici-
pate the booster shot info will be added to 
them. Many folks laminated their card and it is 
not yet known if providers will issue a new 
card for the booster shot as it is done.  You 
may call either the original provider or the Lu-
cas County Health Department and ask to get 
a replacement card.  419-213-4100 . 

Sign up for altar flowers to 
remember and honor loved 
ones and adorn the altar for 
worship. Sign up sheets are 
on the bulletin board near 

the Coffee/Welcome Center, or you may 
simply call the church office (419-882-2077) 
and drop your $30 check in the offering or 
mail (marked Flowers-date).  
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FOOD MINISTRY 

As much as we miss 
our guests (and they 
miss us), it looks like 
Daily Bread will con-
tinue weekly drive-
through dinners for the 
foreseeable future. It 
isn’t an easy decision, 
but in light of the cur-

rent situation, one we feel is best. Our num-
bers are a bit down, but we still have a line-up 
every Wednesday for the 5:00 distribution.  
 

We appreciate your kindness in providing us 
with sanitized plastic take home containers 
(butter bowls, whipped cream bowls, etc.) but 
because we are no longer having meals  
inside, we have very little need for these and 
our storage bins are overflowing with previ-
ous donations. Until further notice, we ask 
that you not bring these to the kitchen. We 
thank you for the past donations; they are 
being saved until we can once again  
welcome our guests to the dining room, and 
send them home with leftovers. 
 

Thank you. 

 
As luck would have it, the 
Daily Bread chef, along with 
some of the regular crew, are 
going to be cruising the Dan-
ube and will be gone for 3 
weeks in October. We can’t 
simply shut down, so we are 
looking for one or two people 
to fill in for one, two, or three 

weeks. Our meals are simple: an entrée, vege-
table, and salad or apple sauce. Holly will 
have menus planned, and supplies purchased, 
or you can do your own planning and give her 
a grocery list.  With advance notice, you can 
come in any Wednesday before October and 
see where things are, and the procedures we 
follow to safely prepare and distribute our 
drive through meals. 
 

The weeks are October 13, 20, and 
27. Interested?  Send me an email and we’ll 
hash out the details: hollygene@hotmail.com 

 

  

 

  

 
  

Olivet’s Food Insecurity Team works to 
combat food insecurity through social and 
spiritual support by providing resources and 
goods to Redeemer Lutheran Church and 
Olivet’s food distribution and Daily Bread 
families. This team is part of our community 
mission emphasis to “address social issues by 
focused engagement in community partner-
ships.” 
 

We have learned over the past 18 months that 
food insecurity can affect anyone. Nutrition 
is a basic human need that, when met well, 
can help us to flourish. When met poorly, our 
entire life is impacted: our physical and men-
tal health, our public engagement, our inter-
personal relationships and stress-level, our 
learning and work. Would you like to be part 
of the solution?  
 

Join our team! Contact Pastor Melissa. 
 
 
 
On July 19, we were dismayed to learn that 
the NW Ohio Food Bank has ceased delivery 
of produce and baked goods because they 
don’t have truck drivers. Until circumstances 
change, Olivet will not be able to distribute 
produce on Wednesdays. 
 
We still happily serve our community with 
bags of non-perishable groceries provided by 
your generous donations supplemented by 
purchases from the NW Ohio Food Bank. 
and day-old bakery items from Kroger. 
 
Olivet’s Food Pantry serves the community 
Monday and Wednesday from  9:00-2:00.   
 
A note from Penny Moran:  
I want to thank all for your continued support 
for the Food Pantry and how much it is ap-
preciated by our guests. We are currently in 
need of canned fruit, soups, pasta sauce, as-
sorted pasta (other than spaghetti), jelly and 
vegetables, (except green beans. We   always 
seem to have enough of those!) We also ask 
for continued prayers for those in need.  

FOOD INSECURITY TEAM 
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→ December 2, 7:00 p.m. - Advent by  

→ Candlelight. “Collaboration” will partici-
pate. Interested in hosting a table? Contact Jan 
Kirk at JLKirk57@gmail.com or JoAnn Bell at 
jobob1@hotmail.com.  

→ December 5, 7:00 p.m.  - Olivet Hand-
bells Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary 

→ December 19, Morning Worship - 
Olivet Choir Christmas Cantata 

 

 
 

DY-NO-MITE!! 
That’s the only way to describe how wonder-
ful it was to have our Rummage Sale back! 
Thanks to all the volunteers who worked in 
the CLC and at home to make this a smooth-
running and enjoyable experience for all.  
 

Income from the sale totaled $7,392. A gener-
ous donor added $3000, making the final total   

 $10,392.  
Ads, food, table rental were $497. We plan to 
purchase 20 used tables for $1,010. 

OCNS staff and students are 
excited to be back at Olivet 
for another year of  
preschool! The school year   
begins on September 7.  
 

We are looking forward to a 
wonderful school year. We have many fun 
activities and lessons planned for the stu-
dents.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers of our ministry.   
 

Please contact Jennifer Crooks, Director, if 
you have any questions: 419-882-4616, 

OLIVET CHRISTIAN  
NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

Are YOU Angel Material? 
  

Garden Angels are needed for 
November. They help with the 
maintenance of the garden, which 
includes picking up litter, weed-
ing , raking leaves, etc.   
Volunteers sign up for a ½ month 
spot. It should only take one or two hours per 
week to help spruce up the Garden. If you 
have questions or are interested in being an 
Angel, contact Sandy and John Husman at 
419-882-3438 or jhusman@bex.net. 
 

Thanks to all of the garden angels who have 
already been busy at work in the garden and 
the trustees for their work cleaning the  
benches, the fountain and the mosaic. Thanks 
to Sandy and John Husman for their extreme 
dedication and year-round work in the  
garden! You are so appreciated.  

 

Garden of Peace Trustee Update 

 The trustees thank Barb Myers for her year of 
service as trustee. Nate Schultz was appointed 
to serve the remaining two years of Barb’s 
term. John Holshoe was elected to serve as 
chairperson. Thank you, John, for agreeing to 
serve in this leadership position. Karen Keefer 
agreed to continue to serve as secretary, and 
Helene Lyon agreed to serve as the Financial 
Secretary. Ed Rupley continues as the Garden 
of Peace archivist.  

Pastor William and Martha Cox 

Garden of Peace 

 

 

8:45 am—noon each Sunday. $9.00 per hour. 
The Red Cross Childcare class is required 
(paid by Olivet). Age 14+ 
 

The nursery is staffed by one adult and one 
teen member working together. Our goal is to 
have 3-4 teens (age 14+) who would rotate; 
each teen would work 1-2 Sundays per 
month.  
 

Inquire to Chrisann Shaner in person, by 
phone 419-882-2077 or by email: member-
ship@olivetsylvania.org. 

TEEN NURSERY CAREGIVERS   

mailto:JLKirk57@gmail.com
mailto:jo-bob1@hotmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_4071476667025586663_
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_4071476667025586663_
mailto:jhusman@bex.net
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UPCOMING AREA SUPPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

• C.A.R.E. - “Caring and Restoring Each 
Other” - a parent support group for those 
who have experience a perinatal or new-
born death. Meetings take place four con-
secutive Tuesday evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
at the Ronald McDonald House. Email: 
Colleen,Kwiatkowski@Promedica.org. 
Reservations appreciated but not neces-
sary. 

 

• The C.A.R.E Walk of Remembrance is 
done to acknowledge, honor and remem-
ber all perinatal losses whether miscar-
riage, stillbirth, premature and/or newborn 
death. This year the walk is on Saturday 
October 2, 10:00 a.m. at Toledo Botanical 
Garden. (Elmer Dr. entrance) If you or an-
yone you know have had a loss and is in-
terested, go to the Facebook page for the 
registration form. 

     https://www.facebook.com/toledoCARE 
 

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to 
email or call Ann Augustin at 419-291-
4007. Email: ann.augustin@promedica.org 

 

• Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACA) find 
support in a group meeting on Thursday 
nights from 6:30pm to 7:30pm at Fair-
green Presbyterian Church on Laskey Rd, 
Toledo, OH. All are welcome! 419-304-
0571 (Tom) is the contact number for peo-
ple interested in joining. We are the only 
in-person meeting of Adult Children of 
Alcoholics in Toledo. We are handicapped 
accessible!  

 

• CATCHING UP WITH JACK Fundraiser 
concert for pediatric cancer awareness. 
Five-time GRAMMY nominee and  
multiple ASCAP Christian Music  

Artist/Songwriter of the year,  
Matthew West 

Cedar Creek Church  
29129 Lime City Rd.   Perrysburg, Ohio 

Thursday, September 9   ~   7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: www.catchingupwithjack.com. 

 

Director of Children, Youth and  
Family Ministries 

 
Olivet Lutheran Church is inviting applicants 
for Director of Children, Youth and Family 
Ministries. This is a full-time position with 
benefits which is focused on children’s and 
middle school ministries, and the broader 
living out of our vision of inviting all people 
to become fully devoted followers of Jesus.  
 

If you wish to engage in an active and vi-
brant ministry with a team of people joyfully 
committed to collaboration and creativity, 
please contact Olivet by submitting a resume 
and cover letter to Shannon Walker at  
operations@olivetsylvania.org or mailing 
one to:    
 Olivet Lutheran Church 
 5840 Monroe St. 
 Sylvania, OH, 43560 
 

General requirements: 
• Preferred Lutheran or Protestant person 

with significant biblical literacy 
• College degree preferred 
• Demonstrable experience with team lead-

ership in a church setting 
• Sunday availability 
• Occasional overnight travel 
 

A more detailed job summary will be sent to 
all applicants. If you have questions, you are 
welcome to contact Pastor Nathan Tuff at 
419-450-5670. 
 
 

 
Evening Custodian 

 

Monday and Wednesday evening, 5-9 p.m. 
Contact Shannon in the office or by email: 
operations@olivetsylvania.org. General 
cleaning of floors & restrooms, and also vac-
uuming carpets. 8-9 hours per week begin-
ning mid-August. Year-round. 
 

OLIVET STAFF OPENINGS 

mailto:ann.augustin@promedica.org
mailto:operations@olivetsylvania.org
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SENDING GOD’S LOVE AROUND THE WORLD 

Lutheran World Relief has been involved with 
the Quilt and Kit Ministry for over 75 years. 
These quilts and kits are sent around the world 
to bless families who are dealing with natural 
disasters, war, or poverty. Even in the middle 
of a pandemic as we saw in 2020, LWR was 
able to send out 264,585 quilts and 174,055 
school kits. Check out the Global Mission 
Bulletin Board to see the countries that re-
ceived these items. The quilts and school kits 
that we put together were sent to Bosnia in 
2020.   
 

We are collecting items for the school kits 
right now. We would like to receive those by 
September 19 so that we have time to assem-
ble and box the kits and have them ready for 
shipment at the beginning of October. We will 
let you know the exact date for completing 
this project so that you and your family can 
participate in compiling the kits for shipment.  
 

Items still needed: 
• 30 centimeter ruler, or ruler with inches  

on one side and inches on the other—need 
15 

• Sturdy pencil sharpeners - need 10 
• 2½ inch erasers - need 35 
• Blunt scissors (safety scissors with em-

bedded steel blades work well) - need 38 
Please see weekly updates or call the office 
to get current needs of these items. 

 

Please see Heidi Lohrmann if you have any 
questions. 

Sometimes it can be a 
bit overwhelming to 
see all the need that is 
in the world. “I can 

only do so much,” we say, and that is true. You 
and your family can and should do what you 
feel God is leading you to do, keeping in mind 
that your first obligation is to your family. Sac-
rificial giving is honored by God and you are 
free to choose among many very worthy or-
ganizations and efforts to alleviate suffering 
around the world and in our community. 
 

When you see appeals for school supplies, or 
fabric for quilts, or to fill a shoebox, you 
should be guided by what God has put in your 
heart to do, and not feel that you need to sup-
port all the appeals that come your way. 
 

God knows your heart. He will bless you as 
you bless others. We praise him for providing 
the Holy Spirit that stirs our hearts toward 
good works that glorify his name. 

 

 
Olivet quilters are hard at work preparing bun-
dles of love and warmth to go to hurting peo-
ple around the world. Olivet will send com-
pleted quilts to Lutheran World Relief some 
time in October. 
 

In the meantime, we need flat sheets for the 
back of quilt tops—colored and any size.   
 
If you would like to help, come to the  
Christian Life Center any Tuesday at 9:30, 
soon to be 10:30 once fall Bible Study begins. 
 

Thanks for your donations! If you have any 
questions, please contact Carol Leupp at 
cleuppoh@aol.com or 419-466-8622 (cell) or 
419-868-6623 (home.) 

QUILTS FOR  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
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For those grieving: Family and friends of Olivet member, Tom William-
son, 97 yr, who passed on August 15 (funeral 8-19); Sandy Belinske and 
family/friends at the death of husband Joe on Aug 6. (Funeral 8-12); Barry 
and Chrisann Shaner at the death of his dad, Bert Shaner on Aug. 8, in Pi-
qua, OH. (Funeral 8-13). 
 

For those in assisted living, extended care, or rehabilitation settings: 
Lois Sass at Oak Leaf Village; Lois Brinning at Lakes of Sylvania; Pat 
Schuster (home); John Schuster at Flower Rehab; Ron Gabel at Kingston 

Rehab; Fred Heintz at Waterford at Levis Commons; Bill & Judi Paul at Sunset Village, Sylva-
nia-Metamora Rd; Doris Fry at Oak Leaf Village; Patty Cross at West Park Place; Lea Rawson 
at Kingston; Phyllis Daly at Flower Goerlich Center. 
 

Members who have requested prayers because of illness or recovery from injury or sur-
gery: Kit Moore, Pat Schuster (home); Shari Pierce, Mary Carl, Donna Reynolds, Penny Mo-
ran, Chuck Hansen, Tina Johnson, Eric Adams, David Tucker, Bob Sheets, Ruth Lahti, Manzet-
ta Jackson, Sandy Belinske, Milo Danziesen, Harold Leupp, Jack & Ruth Ann Ware, Larry & 
Marcia Morrison, Janet Overmyer, Jim Miller, Bill Paul, John Borton, Barb White, Katy 
Cousino, Tom Cousino, John Schuster, Mikki Breese, Don Loose, Bill Willis. Deb Richey (Bob 
Mens’ sister) 
 

Family and friends for whom prayers have been requested: Deb Richey (Bob Mens’ sister); 
Donna & Byron Engen, Jean Taylor, Barb Swartz, Deb Krohn, Scott Reynolds, Grant, Guy 
Thrasher, Kerri Henderson, Alan Johnson, Mark Lahti, Emma, John Kruse, Amber Abrams, 
Judy Huebner, Bryon Chipps, Jim Quackenbush, Pam Brubaker, Kim Barger, David Daly, 
Christie Reynolds, Kim Jamison (Shelley McMacken’s sister), Charlee Frazier, Mel and Car-
olyn Micham, Wayne Huebner, Levi Brauer, Kathryn Kespohl, Brantley Pauken, Gary Stephen-
son, Jimmy & Linda Macholz, Linda Louder, James Cress, Jane Pribe, Marilou Smith, Phillip 
Pettaway, Janis Stephenson, Louise Blazoff, Brantley Pifer, Margaret Schneider, Jean Clark, 
Nancy Hammer, Rod Henthorne, Betty Sidebottom, Andrea McCullough, Shannon Akers, Rita 
and Larry Kerstiens, Terry Hunstman, Phil Sheffield. 
 

For those in the military: Jarrod Konz, Kurt Budde, Jeremy Reynolds, Sarah Reynolds.  
 

For our bishops: NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin & ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. 
Eaton.  
 

For Olivet’s local mission partners and international missionaries: Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Mark Rich and Rev. Cynthia Holder-Rich serving in Tanzania. 
 

For Olivet’s companion churches: Dodoma Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania and our companion congregation Lwihomelo; Slovak Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in Vojvodina, Serbia. 
 

Our Prayer List is updated regularly. Please let the office know if there is someone you wish to 
add to the list. Email: churchoffice@olivetsylvania.org. Thank you! 

After Labor Day,  
Monday-Thursday 8:00-4:30 

Friday 8:00 - 1:00  
CLOSED LABOR DAY 

mailto:churchoffice@olivetsylvania.org
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Olivet Lutheran Church 
5840 Monroe Street 
Sylvania, OH 43560 
 
 
 

Church Office  
419-882-2077 (419-824-0213 fax) 
 

E-mail 
churchoffice@olivetsylvania.org 
 

Website 
www.olivetsylvania.org 
 
Pastors 
Nathan J. Tuff, Lead Pastor 
pastornate@olivetsylvania.org 
 

Melissa Micham, Associate Pastor 
pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Donna Mens 
dmens@olivetsylvania.org 
 

Director of Operations 
Shannon Walker 
operations@olivetsylvania.org 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament 
are offered in two distinct settings.  
 

9:00 a.m.—Traditional  
Liturgy, hymns and music  by a  
select group of gifted musicians. 
Meets in the Sanctuary. 
 

11:00 a.m.—Contemporary 
The Vine casual service with music 
by D’Vine Praise Band. Meets in the 
Christian Life Center. 
 

Live-streaming for 9 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday services: 
www.olivetsylvania.org 
 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES  
10:10 a.m. - Adults meet in the 
Teen Room. 
 
Children’s Ministry 
SPARK (ages 3-2nd grade) and 
CLUB 345 (grades 3,4,5) meets  
during worship 9 or 11 a.m. begins 
September 19. 
 
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
6:45 p.m. - Meets in the Sanctuary 
 

 
 
 

EVERYONE COME BACK to  
in-person worship! 

IT WILL BE GLORIOUS! See pg 3 


