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                   Summer 2021 

from Pastor Melissa Micham…  
 

Dear People of Olivet: 
 
I hope you are well.  In your body, mind and spirit, I hope 
you are finding wholeness and well-being as we continue 
to emerge through this pandemic. Are you eating health-
full foods? Are you finding time to be in the natural 
world? Are you moving your body and investing in rela-
tionships (whether virtual or in-person)? These may seem 
strange questions coming from your pastor. Perhaps you 
would expect them from a mother, a medical provider, a 
therapist.   
 
Our resiliency as a community ebbs and flows, as does our 
own personal resiliency. The gift of any community -- 
whether a household or a congregation -- is that rarely 
does everyone feel the same amount of pressure at any 
given time. One person is grieving but another has moved 
through their own grief enough to be of comfort and sup-
port. One person is navigating a stressful diagnosis, but 
another has come through rounds of chemotherapy and 
radiation with enough success to be a beacon of light and 
hope. Still, we have lived through a daunting 15 months in 
which most of us have experienced something that -- for 
many of us -- feels unlike anything else we have 
known. Others make comparisons to times of war or con-
flict -- living in fear of being drafted and killed as a young 
man. The threat of nuclear annihilation from the Caribbe-
an Sea.  I have a hunch that although this pandemic is 
unique in scope, it will not be the last global threat I expe-
rience in my lifetime.   
 
To me, what we have learned about ourselves -- both as 
individuals but perhaps more importantly as communities 
of expanding girths -- is an indicator of what comes 
next. Have we been able to hold one another with grace 
and compassion? Have we been willing to sacrifice our 
own comforts for the safety of others? Are we willing to 
listen to correction from others? Are we able to stand for 
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with people around the world   
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Funerals 
 

Mike Erskine 
Randall Feeback 
Caryl Smenner 

Baptisms 
 

August Tripp 
Emilia Shock 

PASTORAL ACTS 
April-May 

the things we believe in, especially when they are unpop-
ular? Are we able to hold the tension of those we love and 
those who hold different ideas and values?   
 
And so, now what? What now?  In a book/graduation 
speech of the same name, Ann Patchett writes: "What 
now is not just a panic-stricken question tossed out into a 
dark unknown. What now can also be our joy. It is a dec-
laration of possibility, of promise, of chance. It acknowl-
edges that our future is open...  What now represents our 
excitement and our future, the very vitality of life. It's up 
to you to choose a life that will keep expanding."   
 
I know many of you are experiencing times of transi-
tion...changes in employment, where you live. I think of 
our recent high school and college graduates who are ex-
citedly launching into the future, with a smidge of uncer-
tainty about the unknown that awaits them. 
 
God grant you vision and peace in the days ahead. May 
you be blessed with reunions of family and friends. May 
you find moments and places that help you step outside 
the routines of daily life enough to gain new perspec-
tive. And in all this, may you sense the presence of Christ, 
the wounded warrior who has overcome death that we 
may have life.   
 
Pastor Melissa 

Patchett, Ann. What Now? Harper Collins, 2008. 
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Olivet will soon be reopening the Sunday nursery to care 
for infants and toddlers during Worship each Sunday. 
The hours are 8:45 am—noon each week. The nursery is 
staffed each week by one adult and one teen member 
working together. Our goal is to have 3-4 teens who 
would rotate, each teen would work 1-2 Sundays per 
month. The rate of pay is $9.00 per hour. The Red Cross 
Childcare class is required (paid by Olivet).  
 

If you love kids, come to church anyway, why not con-
sider applying and sharing your time and talent with our 
little ones? 
 

Inquire to Chrisann Shaner in person, by phone 419-882-
2077 or by email: membership@olivetsylvania.org. 

TEEN NURSERY CAREGIVERS - Age 14+  

PAID  POSITION 
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It was a happy day when IN PERSON worship 
resumed on April 18. Using the RSVP system, 
the attendance ranged from 51—79 since then.  
NOW, with Covid rates much diminished, we 
will safely move to a more open routine.  
 

Beginning June 13, although we still wel-
come masks, Sunday and Wednesday wor-
shippers may choose to not wear masks 
based on vaccination status, proximity to 
our children (the most vulnerable now), and 
personal comfort level.  
 

Live-streamed services of both the 9:00 a.m. 
traditional service and 11:00 a.m. contempo-
rary service are still available for those who 
wish to worship at home.  
 

 
 
 

Sunday, July 25 and August 1 
Both Services Will be Held  

In the Sanctuary  
At 9:00 we will enjoy traditional liturgy with 
hymns and organ.  
On July 25 at 11 a.m., we look forward to 
having Bill Genson’s group, “The Hymns of 
Dixieland” back to Olivet leading joyful wor-
ship in the Sanctuary. You will not want to 
miss this! 
On August 1 at 11:00 a.m., we will enjoy 
worship from the Sanctuary with contemporary 
songs led by our Ashley Kohn on guitar. 

Two volunteers are needed to help with the 
livestream and sound at the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. We have a team of three doing this 
important ministry, but we would like a couple 
more to join the rotation. It is very easy and 
there are printed steps to follow. The only re-
quirement is arriving at 8:15 a.m. for sound 
checks with assisting ministers, pastors and 
vocalists. The computer set-up is in the choir 
loft. If you think you may be interested in 
helping, please contact Susan Santoro or talk 
to Pr. Nate. 

7:00 A.M. SUNRISE SERVICE 
   Thirty-nine worshipers gathered on a beauti-
ful morning beginning with prayer 
around the fire pit in the  Garden of 
Peace before moving to the spacious 
front yard. Members brought their 
lawn chairs. Pr. Nate and Pr. Melis-
sa presided with Ann Augustin on 
keyboard leading music. Pre-
packaged Holy Communion was distributed 
and an interactive homily completed the 
unique Easter celebration. 
 

11:00 A.M. PARKING LOT SERVICE  
offered another wonderful, in-person gathering 
to celebrate this special day! Fred Sandmann, 
Ashley Kohn and Pastor Nate provided uplift-
ing music along with scripture readings for 
Easter Sunday. Over 30 vehicles attended this 
unique service.  
 
THE ONLINE EASTER CELEBRATION 

was the endeavor of many - pastors Nate and 
Melissa, Steve Hodge, Ashley Kohn, Carol 
Miller, Ann Augustin, Xavier Suarez, Tyler 
Martin, and Michael Schuster. This service 
included past hymns of our Handbell Choir 
and current pieces from 6-8 members of Olivet 
Choir.  
 
 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE !! 

The Community Mission Emphasis Team 
invites you to an Olivet Homecoming!   

Sunday, September 12, 2021 
 

Stay tuned for more info  
on a great day planned. 

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP  

EASTER WORSHIP RECAP 

LIVESTREAM/SOUND HELP 
NEEDED FOR 9 A.M. 
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Many of our members enjoy using this book-
let for their personal devotions. You can pick 
one up at church just inside the back door 
near the office on the info stand, in the Wel-
come Center or CLC vestibule. 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS 

Now that worship has 
resumed IN PERSON, 
we invite you to sign up 
for altar flowers. This is 
a way to remember and 
honor loved ones and 

adorn the altar for worship. You will find the 
sign up sheets by month on the bulletin board 
near the Welcome Center or you may simply 
call the church office (419-882-2077) and 
drop your $30 check in the offering or mail 
(marked Flowers-date).  

 

A lot can change in a year ~ 
and we would like to update  
our visitation list! If you would 
appreciate receiving commun-
ion in your home, please con-
tact the church office no later 
than June 30. Please ask for Chrisann Shaner 
or leave a phone message afterhours (419-882-
2077). We are glad to know if your request is 
temporary or long-term. Health, transportation, 
or other personal concerns are great reasons to 
welcome this ministry of support!  Pastor Nate 
and Pastor Melissa make routine visits along 
with a team of kind and supportive individuals 
who are trained to bring you communion.   
 

Visitation Ministers are supported by the pas-
toral and office staff. They make monthly vis-
its to one or more members of our congrega-
tion.  If you would like to assist with this min-
istry as a visitation minister, please contact 
Pastor Melissa 
(pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org or 419-309-
0114) or Membership Coordinator, Chrisann 
Shaner for further information.   
membership@olivetsylvania.org or  
419-882-2077 

COMMUNION VISITATION 

Beginning June 6! 
 

We are happy to have our Sunday Adult Bible 
Study resume each week at 10:10 a.m. in the 
Teen Room in the CLC hallway. 
 
Mike Moore will lead the group using the 
UPPER ROOM devotional booklets. The 
booklets are available at each entrance area of 
the church.  
 Mike says,   

"No Homework! Just Come!" 

Garden Angels Needed this Fall 
 

Garden Angels help with the 
maintenance of the garden during 
the spring, summer and fall 
months. Maintenance includes 
picking up litter, weeding, raking 
leaves, etc. Volunteers sign up for 
a ½ month spot. It should only take one or 
two hours per week to help spruce up the Gar-
den. If you have questions or are interested in 
being an Angel, contact Sandy and John Hus-
man at 419-882-3438 or jhusman@bex.net. 
Angels are needed for the last two weeks of 
September, October or the first two weeks 
of November.   
 

Thanks to all of the garden angels who have 
already been busy at work in the garden and 
the trustees for their work cleaning the  
benches, the fountain and the mosaic. Thanks 
to Sandy and John Husman for their extreme 
dedication and year-round work in the  
garden! You are so appreciated.  

Pastor William and Martha Cox 
Garden of Peace 

 

mailto:pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org
mailto:membership@olivetsylvania.org
mailto:jhusman@bex.net
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Director of Children, Youth and  
Family Ministries 

 
Olivet Lutheran Church is inviting applicants 
for Director of Children, Youth and Family 
Ministries. This is a full-time position with ben-
efits which is focused on children’s and middle 
school ministries, and the broader living out of 
our vision of inviting all people to become fully 
devoted followers of Jesus.  
 

If you wish to engage in an active and vibrant 
ministry with a team of people joyfully com-
mitted to collaboration and creativity, please 
contact Olivet by submitting a resume and cov-
er letter to Shannon Walker at  
operations@olivetsylvania.org or mailing one 
to:    
 Olivet Lutheran Church 
 5840 Monroe St. 
 Sylvania, OH, 43560 
 

General requirements: 
• Preferred Lutheran or Protestant person 

with significant biblical literacy 
• College degree preferred 
• Demonstrable experience with team leader-

ship in a church setting 
• Sunday availability 
• Occasional overnight travel 
 

A more detailed job summary will be sent to all 
applicants. If you have questions, you are wel-
come to contact Pastor Nathan Tuff at 419-450-
5670. 

Dear Beloved Olivet Families!   
  

At both worship services last Sunday,  
I announced to the congregation that I 
am planning to retire this summer. My 
husband, Bob, has been retired for eight 
years and the question he asks me most 
(besides what we’re cooking for dinner) 
is when am I coming home. So, I think 
it is time for me to go home and spend 
more time with my family!   
  

My years of working with the children, 
youth and families at Olivet have been 
a true joy for me – and I thank all of 
you for that!  This past year has brought 
new opportunities to connect in a  
different way – like offering the kids’ 
message each Sunday! So fun!  
  

Thank you for your kind words of  
encouragement and appreciation for my 
messages. It has meant more to me than 
you know! Pastors Nate and Melissa 
will take those over now as I focus on 
Vacation Bible School, which is rapidly 
approaching!   
  

Pastor Nate and the search team are 
looking for someone new to take the 
helm, and I will continue working until 
then. After that, I will rejoice in  
worshipping with all of you in the pews 
of Olivet!   
 

With much love and gratitude! 
Donna 

Dear Donna,  

Love, 
Your Church Family  

FAITH FORMATION/CHILDREN/TEENS/FAMILY MINISTRIES 

mailto:operations@olivetsylvania.org
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FAITH FORMATION/CHILDREN/TEENS/FAMILY MINISTRIES 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ~ June 21-25 
Members of Olivet! You can help to make VBS a success: 
 Donate supplies! Please refer to the list printed in your Sunday   

worship bulletins and in Constant Contact. 
 PRAY!! Use the guides below. We believe in the POWER of 

PRAYER!! 

VBS Prayer Countdown beginning June 7: 
Day 
14  Today I pray for all the volunteers to use 

their unique gifts and talents to serve the 
children. 

13  I lift up the families of those in leadership. 
Fill their homes with joy, their hearts with 
patience and minds with prayer. 

12  Grant unity among the VBS team as they 
make final preparations. Keep communica-
tions open that they may be one in spirit. 

11  Help the VBS to be good stewards of time 
and resources and work with efficiency. 

10  Give the VBS team power from the Holy 
Spirit to finish all administrative tasks. 

  9  I pray that loving relationships and com-
munity be formed and that VBS be a place 
where love & friendships thrive and grow. 

  8  God, I ask for lots of energy to build ex-
citement in the kids, endurance to get 
through the week and patience when we 
are tired. 

  7  Lift up the student/youth volunteers to de-
velop their hearts for loving service to 
You. Help them remember that they are 
examples to those around them. 

  6  Prepare receptive hearts and minds  in the 
children so they can hear and retain lessons 
they learn. 

  5  I pray for good weather! 
  4  I lift up each grade specifically, and ask 

that you would help the team reach kids 
according to their specific needs. Help the 
kids to grow in grace and knowledge of 
you, Jesus. 

  3  Pray for the 5th graders who are attending 
their last VBS. Continue to lead them to-
ward spiritual maturity. 

  2  I ask for safety and good health at VBS. 
  1  Lord, give the team a good night’s rest so 

they will be full of energy for the first day!  

Prayers for each day beginning June 21: 
Day   
1  As we kick off VBS this morning, give kids 

and volunteers high energy and a lot of ex-
citement. Give everyone safe travels and 
help check-in run smoothly. May new 
friendships form. Pray especially for the pre-
schoolers and their leaders today. God, give 
kids ears to hear all that they will learn and 
do this week. 

2  Help kids understand who they are because 
of who YOU are. As they learn more about 
you, remind them that they are a new crea-
tion. Help their identities be firmly grounded 
in you. Lift up the kindergartners today. 

3  Today, ask that God would be evident in all 
conversations. Let words be full of grace 
and truth; let conversations be uplifting and 
life-giving to others. Pray for the 1st-2nd 
graders and their leaders. 

4  Grant energy, strength and perseverance for 
leaders to keep serving with excellence. 
Help them press on toward the goal even 
when tired. Pray specifically for the 3-4th 
graders. 

5  As we head into the last day of VBS, ask 
that God would solidify relationships and 
help them continue to grow and be fixed on 
you. As the cleanup and follow up begins, 
pray specifically for the fifth graders and 
their leaders. 

6  Thank you, Lord, for a great week and for an 
amazing team of volunteers who served the 
children so faithfully. Continue to shape and 
mold the children’s hearts, and give them 
reminders of this week and of your love 
throughout the rest of the summer. I pray for 
good conversations during follow up, clean 
up and collecting  feedback for next year. 
Give the team rest after a long but great 
week.  
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FAITH FORMATION/CHILDREN/TEENS/FAMILY MINISTRIES 

We have been doing a “hybrid” 
for Spark and Club 345 these 
past couple of weeks. We be-
gan doing Zoom classes be-
tween the livestream worship 
services in 
November: 

Spark at 10:00 and Club 345 
at 10:30. On May 16, we had 
our first “in person” class at 
both 9:00 and 11:00, as well 
as continuing the Zoom class.  
 
Children who are in worship with their parents 
are invited to come with Donna Mens for a 
Bible story and activities. During the summer, 
we will use other resources than our regular 
curriculum and will be outside when weather 
and activities permit. Children wear masks 
when we are in the classroom, but won’t need 
to wear them outside. 
 
We hope to be back to regular Spark and Club 
345 classes this fall. We will need to add to 
our team of teachers at each service.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please prayerfully consider volunteering.  
The time spent with children each Sunday 
morning will brighten your whole week!  
Connect with Donna Mens or the church  
office if you are interested! 

Calling all soon 
to be 8th – 12th 
graders! You are 
eligible to par-
ticipate in the 
2022 ELCA 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta. Every three years, the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America (ELCA) hosts a gather-
ing of youth from across the country. Over 
four days, thousands of youth experience live 
Christian music, impactful speakers (including 
youth & young adults), a day of service, inter-
active (FUN) learning and play, all while 
building relationships with your peers and  
maturing in faith. 
 

If you are interested in this opportunity to  
encounter God Beyond Measure or have  
questions about the experience, please be in 
touch with Pr. Melissa -
pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org.  
or (419) 309-0114 ~ text messages welcome.  
 

We have several youth in our congregation 
who can share about their experience in Hou-
ston in 2018! Keep your eyes peeled for op-
portunities to gather this summer!! 

Claire Ames 
Maya Crooks 

Jacob Espinosa 
Hannah Horak 

Camryn Malcolm 

Will Schroder 
Catherine Schultz 

Annika Smith 
Kennedy Vrooman 
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REJOICE & JUBILEE 
HANDBELL CHOIRS  
 

It has been a big void in 
my life without ringing 
our handbells for our 
church services on Sunday morning and also 
preparing music for Spring Handbell Concerts 
and Christmas Concerts.   
I am REALLY looking forward to the Fall 
when we can all be back together ringing.   
I have some very exciting thoughts about our 
first Sunday back and I CAN’T WAIT.   
 

If you have a desire to join our handbell choirs 
in the Fall, give me a call or text me and I can 
meet with you prior to our rehearsals. Let me 
know if you are interested in ringing. You 
would need to have some music experience 
and be able to read music. Piano, vocal choirs, 
instruments – some sort of music experience.  
We would be happy to welcome you.    
 

Rejoice and Jubilee both rehearse on Tuesday 
nights – Rejoice at 5:30-7:30 p.m. and Jubilee 
at 7:30-9:00 p.m. Each group rings once a 
month and we also have a concert normally the 
first Sunday in December and the first Sunday 
in May.  
 

We have a great time together and it has been 
wonderful support systems for all of our mem-
bers in happy and sad times. I’ve listened to 
some of our DVD’s and get very “homesick” 
for ringing with all our friends!   
 
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CHILDREN  
I hope you all have signed up 
for Vacation  Bible School!  I 
will be helping Donna Mens 
with the opening singing and 
also will have some music classes during the 
time at VBS. I have some awesome songs I 
can’t wait to teach the kids. Some of them 
have too many words to teach the kids on Sun-
day mornings with our limited time. During 
VBS I will be able to teach them – great, fun 
songs! We will also sing a lot of familiar songs 
the kids  already know. It will be a good time 
and I can’t wait to see you all!!   
 
I’ve missed being with the kids SO MUCH. 
We zoom on Sunday mornings and that has 
been wonderful, but I am looking forward to 
the time at VBS and in the Fall to be together 
IN PERSON and sing and have fun!   
 
God bless you all with a great summer!   
See you at VBS!  

VBS June 21-25  
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Monday through Friday  
Working with kids ages 4 through 5th grade 

is sure to be one of the highlights of your 
summer!  

 
Singing and Ringing for Christ, 
Carol Miller, Director  
419-283-1895 (cell)  

MUSIC AT OLIVET 

Bill Paul will celebrate his 95th birthday on 
June 16. Let’s show him some Olivet Love by 
showering him with birthday cards! Send cards 
to: Bill Paul 
 Sunset Village, Apt 48 
 9640 Sylvania-Metamora Rd. 
 Sylvania, Ohio 43560 

HAPPY 95TH BIRTHDAY!!! If you have been consider-
ing joining the church, we 
invite you to an orientation 
class. 

Sunday, July18 
12:15 p.m. in the Atrium 

 

Please call Chrisann Shaner 
at 419-882-2077. 
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Olivet’s Leisure League is completing its 44th 
year! This organization focuses on our seniors.  
The goal is to keep them active, involved and 
connected with others who share their faith 
and interests in exploring new activities and/or 
destinations. Generally, monthly activities or 
day chartered bus trips are scheduled. One of 
the requirements for group membership is to 
participate in our community service project 
with Toledo’s Cherry Street Mission. In Sep-
tember, the Leisure League will host its  
Harvest Sale (before and after church services) 
featuring produce, baked goods and crafts.  
The funds raised from this event are used to 
assemble personal care Christmas bags for the 
men of Cherry Street Mission and the women 
of their counterpart at Sparrows’ Nest. 
  
The theme for some of this year’s trips/events 
is centered on MEMORIES. At last month’s 
Pizza Party after a number of members pre-
sented their own treasured memories, we  
reviewed 44 years of the Leisure League’s  
activities, magical moments, strange and  
comical experiences. Also, we denoted many 
of the contributions the group has made to 
Olivet and the community. Many current 
members were pleased to discover that the 
Leisure League purchased the church’s  
sanctuary pew cushions. In addition, a number 
of other financial contributions and purchases 
were made to aid Olivet, nursing home  
residents, other local service projects. 
 
If any senior is interested in knowing more 
about the group’s membership, please contact 
Cindy Riedel, 734.269.2319.  We’d love to 
have you join us! 

LEISURE LEAGUE 

I would like to thank everyone 
for the many prayers, cards and 
meals sent our way. They were 
greatly appreciated. We are tru-

ly grateful to belong to such a caring and lov-
ing church family. I know all of this contrib-
uted to my recovery and we are truly blessed 
by all of you. "God is good all the time and all 
the time God is good." 

Penny Moran 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us Sunday, June 13, at 3:30 
CANNONBALL PRAIRIE 
9725 MONCLOVA ROAD 

 

You and your friends are invited to join us on 
this leisurely Sunday afternoon walk while 
enjoying conversation and our MetroParks.  
 
We also walk every Tuesday at 5:15. Call 
Nancy Hamilton to find out where to meet. 
567-202-5487 or ne.hamilton@hotmail.com 
 

Matt Olrich will be leading bike rides on Sat-
urdays at 2:00 p.m. They will ride alternately 
on the University Parks Trail and the Wabash-
Cannonball Trail. Call Matt at 419-343-3220 

OLIVET BIKERS  

OLIVET HIKERS  
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Come join us as we crochet and knit prayer 
shawls. We gather in the Christian Life 
Center on the second Monday of the 
month, June 14, July 12 and August 9 at 
6:30 p.m. If you have any questions, speak 
with Jan Kirk or Naomi Loose. 
 

Prayer Shawls are FREE  
to Church Members 

 

Love and encourage a friend 
or family member with the 
gift of a Prayer Shawl.  
 

They are available through 
the church office, Monday-
Friday during office hours.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2021 
12:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. 

To schedule an appointment, please call  
1-800-733-2767 or visit  

RedCrossBlood.org and enter  
sponsor code: OLIVETLUTH. 

 

You can see our INCOME by month from this 
chart: 

 

Our year-to-date income vs. expense is        
currently: 

$265,054 income vs. expenses $279,128 
Showing a total deficit of -$14,074 

 

This total deficit is markedly less than the IN-
COME deficit, mostly due to reduced expenses 
so far for snow removal and office expenses.  

 

Staff focuses at full force to implement minis-
tries and encourage involvement as we emerge 
towards a new normal for our congregation.   
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
 

 
 

LIFT UPDATE 
 

This is an update to the article posted in our 
last issue regarding the purchase of a LIFT to 
aid in projects related to high levels throughout 
our building. To date, we have received pledg-
es or gifts already amounting to $5700. Our 
goal is $8500. 
 
If you are so inclined, you may send a check 
marked LIFT to the office, dropped in offering 
basket. To refer to the entire article, see the 
April/May issue of the Olive Press, page 11, 
available in the Welcome Center or on our 
website. 

 
Shannon Walker, operations@olivetsylvania.org 
  

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

mailto:operations@olivetsylvania.org
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    Dialogues 
 
 
 

 
 
A second cohort has recently completed an 
eight-week zoom session: Dialogues On 
Race. Many thanks to Amy Dixon and Raiden 
Browning for co-facilitating this group       
discussion with both Olivet and community 
members.  
 
An emerging community mission emphasis 
group is forming to address matters of race 
and white supremacy in both historical and 
current expressions of our church tradition 
and even ourselves and congregation. If you 
are interested in learning, growing and con-
tributing to this important work, please con-
tact Pastor Melissa 419-309-0114 (text mes-
sages welcome) or  
pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org. 
 
You may also contact Raiden Browning, Amy 
Dixon or Rebecca Gauchet, whose contact 
information may be found in the church  
directory.   

REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY  

Through our Community Mission Emphasis 
budget for 2021, the Food Insecurity sub-
group was able to make a $300 donation to the 
Sylvania Area Family Services food pantry 
through Meijer’s “Simply Give” campaign. 
Meijer matched our donation twice for a $900 
impact!!   
 

Sylvania Area Family Services is one of many 
local and/or church organizations to which 
Olivet Lutheran Church makes a quarterly con-
tribution.   
 
 
 
In other news, Sylvania 
Community Action Team 
is changing its name to 
Sylvania Prevention Alli-
ance and continues to 
partner with youth,  
parents and community to provide healthy  
options for youth and encourage positive 
choices. Olivet Lutheran Church also makes a 
small quarterly contribution in partnership 
with this community service.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday - Thursday:  

8:30-2:30 

Friday:  8:30 - 1 pm 

(through September 6) 

Please ring bell if door is locked. 
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 FOOD MINISTRY 

 
Have you ever won-
dered where Daily 
Bread gets the food 
that is served? Our 
meat is purchased 
from the Northwest 
Ohio Food Bank for 
a very reduced rate 

per pound. The rest is purchased with funds 
provided by our “silent angels” who regularly 
donate to our program. A special thanks goes 
out to those generous people and to our friends 
at Christ Presbyterian Church, who recently 
gave us over 50 pounds of meat that had been 
donated to them, but they didn’t have the facil-
ities to keep.  
 
We sometimes refer to Daily Bread as Loaves 
and Fishes, because, no matter what the sup-
plies are, we always have enough to feed our 
guests. 
 
Drive through meals are served between 5:00 
p.m. and 5:45 p.m. every Wednesday, averag-
ing 80 meals a week. Why not pick up a meal 
for yourself and one to share with an Olivet 
shut in?   
 
Thanks to our wonderful group of volunteers! 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Summer is here, and with it 
comes some changes in the Daily Bread Sched-
ule. We will not be serving meals on June 23 
or July 28 due to VBS and the Rummage Sale. 

  

 

    

You may bring in your donations of non-
perishable goods to the church office. 
Current needs are canned fruit 
and peanut butter/jelly. Thank 
you. 

 

Olivet’s Food Pantry serves 
the community Monday and 
Wednesday from  9:00-2:00.   

Wednesday Food Distribution  

I want to thank all of our 
wonderful and faithful Food 
Pantry volunteers who help 
to keep this ministry running 

smoothly.  We are in great need of pasta 
sauce, jelly, fruit and peanut butter. Thank 
you for your continued support of this minis-
try. 

Penny Moran 

Please note: We have plenty of grocery bags 
in the Pantry; no need to bring any more at 
this time. Thanks for all your donations! 

 

After a hiatus last summer due to the pandem-
ic, Redeemer Lutheran Church is resuming 
its Summer Youth Program. This is an op-
portunity for children ages 4-15 to gather in a 
safe, supportive, and enriching environment 
seven weeks of the summer.   
 

Two meals are provided each day, and at $20 
per child FOR THE ENTIRE PROGRAM, 
this is an incredible service to Redeemer’s 
community. Unfortunately, their funding 
through the Board of Education had to be re-
applied for since they did not gather last sum-
mer.  This funding cycle begins July 1 ~ 2.5 
weeks after the program begins.   
 

The Community Mission Emphasis team  
contributed $500 toward this  effort.  

Our Mission Partner, 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Get Ready... Get Set… GO! 
Olivet’s rummage sale   ~   July 29-31 
            New Guidelines This Year. Please Read Carefully! 

Would you please: 
 Use individual bags for each category/size

(ladies tops, ladies pants, men's tops, 
men's pants, baby clothes, boys clothes, 
girls clothes, coats, jackets). 

 Box up housewares, tools, books & cds. 

 Pick up plastic bags in the office along 
with stickers to identify the contents of 
your bags.  Or use your own bags/labels. 

 Bring your bagged and pre-sorted items 
Thursday, July 22 through Monday, July 
26.  

We are happy to provide stickers and bags if 
you wish to pick them up at the church office. 
 

 Accepted items: 

 Books, clothing, shoes, curtains, bedding, 
towels, rugs etc. - washed, folded and 
marked with sizes. 

 Baby furniture will be accepted only if 
very clean. 

 Bikes, tools and appliances must work  
and be washed/cleaned. 

 Small furniture (can be carried by 1 per-
son) 

 
NOT Accepted: 

 Stuffed animals *Golf Clubs *Car seats 

 Electronics (computers, TV, phones, 
wires, cables etc.) 

 
 

thank you so much!!! 

 

Volunteers are the 
key to a successful 

Rummage Sale 
We can sure use all the 
helpful hands we can 
get! With people pre-
sorting at home, volun-
teers are needed to re-
ceive bagged items and 

take them to the proper place in the Christian 
Life Center. Let us know TODAY that you 
have the time and the energy to pitch in and 
make the Rummage Sale an enjoyable experi-
ence for all, not an exhaustive experience for a 
few. 
 

Several organizations benefit from the unsold 
goods after the sale and we love knowing that 
this is another way to assist our community. 
 
DATES YOU CAN HELP: 
Guys to set up racks/tables: Mon.-Wed, 
July 19-21.  Call Bob Mens 419-410-0519. 
(We will NOT be taking tables from the base-
ment.) 
  

Intake: Thurs./Fri, July 22/23, 9 a.m.-5p.m. 
 Sat. July 24, 9-noon. Sun, July 25, noon-3pm 
 

Organize/set up: July 26-28, Mon-Wed, 9-5. 
 

During the sale:  July 29, 30, 8:30– 6. 
                             July 31, 8:30—noon. 
Clean up: Sat. July 31, noon-3 pm. 
 

If you have questions or want to sign up: 
Candy Sturtz: candysturtz316@gmail.com 
Shannon: operations@olivetsylvania.org 
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Olivet Lutheran Church has been invited to 
partner with Sylvania United Church of Christ 
and St. Stephen Lutheran Church in a local 
Habitat for Humanity renovation.  
 
Future Homeowner Casey Lehto: 
Casey was accepted into the homeownership 
program in November 2020. She is the mother 
of Adia, 12, and Cyril, 11. She currently works 
as a dog groomer at St. Francis Vet Hospital.   
 

Casey heard about the homeownership pro-
gram when she and her children were volun-
teering at a MVHFH Rock the Block event.  
 

For Casey, being a homeowner means provid-
ing her children with a place of their own and a 
home where they would each have their own 
bedroom. 
 

This short project is a great opportunity to con-
nect with fellow Olivet members, meet a new 
friend, work safely and offer our service to a 
family in our local community. The home is 
less than two miles from church!!  
 

A project blessing and demolition day kick off 
for the renovation was Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 
Work is scheduled to be completed August 21. 
 

If you have questions about the project, please 
contact Pastor Melissa via email:  
pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org, or  
419-309-0114 (text messages welcome). 
 

Through our dedicated Mission Boost funds, 
Olivet is contributing $1500 toward this local 
renovation.   
 

 A limited number of pre-registered adult 
(18 years or older) volunteers will be al-
lowed on-site any given day. To volunteer, 
go to: https://mvhabitat.volunteerhub.com.  

 
Consider the following dates: (8;30-3:00) 
June 28, 29, 30  - Paint Days. Olivet needs six 
volunteers to work on July 30 
July 9 and 13 - Siding Days. 
August 21 - Landscaping with Olivet friends. 

A little about Maumee Valley Habitat… 
  

Our Mission 
Seeking to put God's love in action, Habitat for 
Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope. 
 
In 1988, a group of community and congrega-
tional volunteers formed Maumee Valley Hab-
itat for Humanity. Homes were rehabbed and 
eventually new homes were built. ReStore was 
added in 2004 and Home Repair Ministry in 
2008.  
 

200 homes and 300 plus repairs later, our fo-
cus remains on ensuring that everyone has the 
opportunity to own and live in safe and afford-
able housing. Through our tithe, our impact 
extends beyond Lucas County into developing 
countries like Ethiopia, Haiti and Guatemala. 
 

Everyone is invited to partner with us as 
a  volunteer, sponsor, donor or advocate. Only 
with your hands, time and donations can we 
work towards fulfilling our vision of a world in 
which everyone has a decent place to live. 
 

Maumee Valley Habitat is an affiliate of Habi-
tat for Humanity International (HFHI). While 
our work is focused upon Lucas County, Ohio, 
HFHI's vision is for the whole world. But our 
vision, mission, and commitment to serving all 
people is the same. We invite you to learn 
more about HFHI and the opportunities and 
new futures being offered around the world at 
HFHI. www.mvhabitat.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1310 Conant Street  
Maumee, OH 43537  

Phone: 419-382-1658 
 
 

Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity 

mailto:pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org
https://mvhabitat.volunteerhub.com/#_=_
https://mvhabitat.volunteerhub.com
http://www.mvhabitat.org
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Olivet members recently 
raised over $17,000 to aid people at the 
southern border of the U.S.    
Pastor Nate recently received this letter: 
 
May 21, 2021 
 
Pastor Nathan Tuff 
Olivet Lutheran Church 
5840 Monroe St. 
Sylvania, Ohio 43560 
 
Dear Rev. Tuff, 
 
It is with a grateful heart that I extend my ut-
most thanks for the generosity and investment 
in the ministry and work of LIRS from Olivet 
Lutheran.  
 
We were honored and humbled to receive the 
outpouring of generosity from Olivet Luther-
an. With over $17,000 raised, it’s one of the 
largest gifts from any congregation we have 
received this year. Your generosity will go 
towards our work where needed most, helping 
us step up and serve unaccompanied minors 
arriving at our southern border.  
 
If you would like to learn more about Luther-
an Immigration and Refugee Service, please 
visit our website at www.lirs.org and be sure 
to follow us on social media.   
 
Again, we are eternally grateful for your com-
passion and investment in the lives of those 
we serve. Thank you for your partnership. 
 
With deep gratitude, 
 
Krish Vignarajah 
President and CEO  KVignarajah@lirs.org 
4102302762  @KrishVignarajah  
 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service  
700 Light Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21230 
www.lirs.org 

 
 
Olivet quilters are hard at work preparing bun-
dles of love and warmth to go to hurting peo-
ple around the world. Olivet will send com-
pleted quilts to Lutheran World Relief some 
time in October. 
 

In the meantime, we need flat sheets for the 
back of quilt tops—colored and any size.   
 
If you would like to help, come to the  
Christian Life Center any Tuesday at 9:30. 
 

Thanks for your donations! If you have any 
questions, please contact Carol Leupp at 
cleuppoh@aol.com or 419-466-8622 (cell) or 
419-868-6623 (home.) 

QUILTS FOR  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

Since 1945, Lutheran World Relief has been at 
the forefront of effective, transformational 
global development. We break the cycle of 
poverty so families and  communities can 
thrive. 
 
Olivet has supported this mission for a num-
ber of years, sending quilts, school kits and 
monetary gifts for distribution around the 
world.  

SENDING GOD’S LOVE AROUND THE WORLD 

http://www.lirs.org
mailto:KVignarajah@lirs.org
https://twitter.com/KrishVignarajah
http://www.lirs.org
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 For those who are hospitalized or anticipating procedures: .  
  
For those grieving: Family and friends of: Doug Fuller, arrangements 
pending; Sharon Davis-memorial June 26, 11 am Olivet (all welcome);  
Mike Erskine at his death; Bill DeSana at his death on 5/17; Caryl Smenner; 
Randy Reeback; Jerry Jarchow son of  an Olivet founding family-Miriam and 
Clarence Jarchow; Louie Espinosa, father of Ray. 
  

For those in assisted living, extended care, or rehabilitation settings:  Lois Brinning at 
Lakes of Sylvania; Judi and Bill Paul – now at Sunset Village (Sylvania-Metamora Rd), Fred 
Heintz at Waterford at Levis Commons;  Doris Fry at Oak Leaf Village; Patty Cross at West 
Park Place; Lea Rawson at Kingston; Phyllis Daly at Flower Goerlich Center. 
  
Members who have requested prayers because of illness or recovery from injury or  
surgery: Michelle Lane, Mary Carl, Donna Reynolds, Penny Moran, Chuck Hansen, Judy 
Paluck, Judi & Bill Paul, Tina Johnson, Eric Adams, David Tucker, Bob Sheets, Ruth Lahti, 
Manzetta Jackson, Sandy Belinske, Milo Danziesen, Harold Leupp, Jack & Ruth Ann Ware, 
Janet Overmyer, Larry & Marcia Morrison, Jim Miller, John Borton, Barb White, Katy 
Cousino, Tom Cousino, John Schuster, Mikki Breese, Don Loose, Bill Willis. 
  
Family and Friends for whom prayers have been requested: Joe Shurilla, surviving twin– 
baby Jack of Charli & Michael Corbett, Molly Cress, Guy Thrasher, Kerri Henderson, Alan 
Johnson, Mark Lahti, Doug Fuller, Emma, John Kruse, Amber Abrams, Gov. Mike DeWine, 
Barb Rudnicki, Bert Shaner, Judy Huebner, Bryon Chipps, Jim Quackenbush, Pam Brubaker, 
Kim Barger, David Daly, Christie Reynolds, Kim Jamison (Shelley McMacken’s sister), 
Charlee Frazier, Mel and Carolyn Micham, Wayne Huebner, Levi Brauer, Kathryn Kespohl, 
Brantley Pauken, Gary Stephenson, Jimmy & Linda Macholz, Linda Louder, Jane Pribe, 
Marilou Smith, Phillip Pettaway, Janis Stephenson, Louise Blazoff, Brantley Pifer, Margaret 
Schneider, Jean Clark, Nancy Hammer, Rod Henthorne, Betty Sidebottom, Andrea 
McCullough, Scott Reynolds, Shannon Akers, Rita and Larry Kerstiens, Terry Hunstman, Phil 
Sheffield, Louie Espinosa. 
  
For those in the military: Jarrod Konz, Kurt Budde, Jeremy Reynolds, Sarah Reynolds.  
  
For our bishops: NWOS Bishop Daniel Beaudoin & ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. 
Eaton.  
  
For Olivet’s local mission partners and international missionaries: Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Mark Rich and Rev. Cynthia Holder-Rich serving in Tanzania. 
  
For Olivet’s companion churches: Dodoma Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania and our companion congregation Lwihomelo; and Slovak Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession in Vojvodina, Serbia. 
  
Pastoral Care Requests: Please contact the church office during office hours at 419-882-2077 
or leave a message after hours; for pastoral emergencies, please refer to our pastors’ voicemail 
instructions.  
  
Our Prayer List is updated regularly. Please let the office know if there is someone you wish to 
add to the list. Email: churchoffice@olivetsylvania.org. Thank you!  
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Olivet Lutheran Church 
5840 Monroe Street 
Sylvania, OH 43560 
 
 
 

Church Office  
419-882-2077 (419-824-0213 fax) 
 
E-mail 
churchoffice@olivetsylvania.org 
 
Website 
www.olivetsylvania.org 
 
Pastors 
Nathan J. Tuff, Lead Pastor 
pastornate@olivetsylvania.org 
 
Melissa Micham, Associate Pastor 
pastormelissa@olivetsylvania.org 
 
Director of Faith Formation  
Donna Mens 
dmens@olivetsylvania.org 
 
Director of Operations 
Shannon Walker 
operations@olivetsylvania.org 
 
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament 
are offered in two distinct settings.  
 
9:00 a.m.—Traditional  
Liturgy, hymns and music  by a  
select group of gifted musicians. 
 
11:00 a.m.—Contemporary 
Casual service with music by D’Vine 
Praise Band. 
 
Sunday adult bible study each 
week in the Teen Room at 
10:10a.m. 
 
6:45 p.m. Wednesday Evening 
Worship- Sanctuary 
 
Children’s Ministry: 
 
Sunday School should resume 
in the fall.  Check weekly 
newsletters for any summer 
activities. 
 
Live-streaming will continue as a 

needed & appreciated option 
for 9 and 11 a.m. on Sundays 

Available thru website: 
www.olivetsylvania.org 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 21-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See page 6 for how you can help. 
Pray for a successful week for 
our children and volunteers. 


