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               The Monthly Newsletter of 
 Olivet Lutheran Church 
 Sylvania, OH 
 

                September - October  2020 

From Pastor Nate Tuff…  
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As I write this, Olivet’s many ministries are 
chugging ahead into the fall in modified form 
due to COVID. You will see this in the articles 
below that outline the shape and form of min-
istries, the result of much planning, risk miti-
gation, and prayer. May what we do for our 
communities be pleasing to God who is our 
Good Shepherd and Guide. Thank you to all 
who have participated in these efforts. 
 
Martin Luther:  “God does not need our good 
works. Our neighbors do.” 
 
This brief quote informs some of the core  
values of the church. The reality of our life in 
faith is that we do not serve God. God serves 
us, and equips us to serve our neighbor. In 
serving our neighbor, we glorify God and  
fulfill our vocations.   
 
These days, the act of serving our neighbor has 
an urgency to it. We as individual followers of 
Jesus are finding that we need to temporarily 
let go of some of those things we enjoy most 
in order to serve and protect our neighbors, 
and our communities.   
 
That is a challenge. I find it a challenge, a fun-
damental challenge. Letting go in order to 
serve our neighbors and glorify God runs 
against my nature. Focusing on love of neigh-
bor leads me away from comfort and calcula-
tion. I want to earn God’s grace by impressing 
God, but God does not need to be impressed.  
God’s love and grace is not dependent on our 
holiness, but by our lowliness.  God is the one  
 
 

who loves and serves us as we in turn love and 
serve our neighbor.    
 
I yearn for the day when we might return to 
some sense of normalcy, but the events of 
these days will not leave us unchanged. We 
will live with this for a long time. Our ministry 
staff met last week for half a day to talk, plan, 
and pray. In preparation for our time, we read 
part of a book by Karen McClintock about 
ministering with people who have experienced 
trauma: When Trauma Wounds:  Pathways to 
Healing and Hope.  Fortress Press, 2019. 
 
These days we are experiencing a slow rolling, 
broad-based, intergenerational, international 
trauma with COVID. Once it is over, it’s ef-
fects will linger and we will be called to be 
wounded healers of a traumatized world. How 
can we do that? By learning the skills of loving 
and serving our neighbor, and being aware that 
what we do now in faith and wisdom can re-
duce the depth of the trauma not just for today, 
but for generations. We think in terms of cen-
turies, and God will not leave us to fend for 
ourselves, forsake us, or forget us, but will 
strengthen, equip, and rejoice with those who 
turn toward our neighbors.   
 
Peace be with you, and know that your Pastors 
and your Olivet Staff loves you.  Please be in 
touch with us at any time to pray, talk, and 
share your stories. 
 
Love in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Nate   
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as of  
Sept. 7 

 
Gene Ahrendt 

Charles & Laura  
Anderson 
Michael Koprowski 
Thom & Darlene Freker 
Steve & Marcia Sorge 
Jan & Julie Danskin 
Albina Ladd 
Karen Rosar 
Jim & Cindy Betz 
Warren and Noreen  
Wright 
Jerry & Emilyn Jakes 
Judy & Harold  
Stockdale 

 
 
 

 
David Browning 

Don & Naomi Loose 
Brad & Marty Kupsky 
Berman Bldg. Co. 
Arlene Holtfreter 
Nate Tuff &  
Kim Nielsen 
Gail Anderson 
Harold & Carol Leupp 
Warren & Noreen  
Wright 
Steve & Jackie  
Mierzejewski 
Greg & Cynthia Fett 
Jim and Sharon  
Hightower 
Carol DeGroff 
Harold & Dianna  
Breidenbach 
Patsy J. Suter 
 

Baptisms 
Alexis Wheatley, Emma Rade 

 
Funerals 

Gene Ahrendt, Judy DeSana  

PASTORAL ACTS  
July-August 

Alexis Wheatley 

 

Pastoral Care Requests 
 

Please contact the church office at 419-
882-2077 or leave a message. For Pasto-
ral emergencies, please refer to the Pas-
tors’ voicemail message. 
 

2019 Congregational Council 
 

 

President Penny Moran 
Vice President Chad Erhardt 
Secretary Betsy Roberts 
Treasurer Barry Shaner 
Financial Secretary Mike Vince 
 

Members 
Stephanie Banister Noel Heisler 
Cynthia Fett Michelle Lane  
John Mangas Carolyn Pietras 
Deb Shock  Frank Shuff  
Mandy Tetreau 
 

Pastors  
 Nathan J. Tuff, Lead Pastor 
 Melissa Micham, Associate Pastor 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
      Donna Mens 

Director of Operations 
 Shannon Walker 

Baptism of Emma Rade Sunday, August 30  
in the Garden of Peace. Emma is the daugh-
ter of Cody and Madelaine (Reynolds) Rade, 
granddaughter of Tom & Janelle Reynolds, 
great-granddaughter of Donna Reynolds. 
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SPECIAL SUNDAYS 

In-person worship will be offered twice a 
week. We will have outdoor worship on 
Wednesday evenings, with indoor worship 
continuing in the CLC.   
 

Sundays: Live-streamed services at 9 and 11, 
with in-person worship available in the Chris-
tian Life Center at11 AM by reservation.  
 

Wednesdays: Informal public worship (OAK 
TREE WORSHIP) under the front yard oak 
tree at Olivet at 6:45, with hymns, prayer, 
teaching, and sacrament. Bring lawn chairs, a 
Bible, and a mask, and sit in households with 
distancing in effect. This is weather permitting. 
 

This pattern of Sunday and Wednesday ser-
vices will continue until the Ohio COVID map 
for Lucas County changes from red to orange. 
When the map changes, we will begin alternat-
ing in-person services between the Sanctuary 
(9 AM) and the Christian Life Center (11 AM).  
We will continue to hold Wednesday Oak Tree 
Services until it is too cold.  
 

We will always live-stream both Sunday ser-
vices, accessed on olivetsylvania.org. Olivet’s 
weekly news is sent through Constant Contact, 
churchoffice@olivetsylvania.ccsend.com  

IN-PERSON AND LIVE 
STREAMING WORSHIP 

 

Six youth will make their Affir-
mation of Baptism on Sunday, 
October 25 at the 11:00 service 
in the Christian Life Center.  
 

To accommodate the Confirmands’ immedi-
ate families, grandparents and God parents, 
we are asking that attendance for this service 
be reserved for them. The service will be 
livestreamed as well, and the Confirmands’ 
faith statements will be videoed in advance 
and included in the worship service.  
Although we can’t all be together for this cel-
ebration, feel free to send a card or note of 
encouragement and prayer for them as they 
continue to grow in the Body of Christ at 
Olivet. 

Sophia Black 
Regan Erskine 
Brooke Henderson 

Jordyn Pakulski 
Carter Vrooman 
Emma Wernert  

Sunday,  
September 20  

We will once 
again have the op-
portunity to be 
with Pastors Mark 
and Cynthia Hold-
er Rich, our Mis-
sionaries to Tanza-
nia. They will of-
fer a video sermon 
that day at both services, and will be joining in 
conversation with congregational members at 
1:30 that afternoon via zoom.  A link will be 
sent out via Constant Contact. Please plan on 
joining us! 
 
Olivet is a sponsoring church of 
Mark and Cynthia, who contin-
ue their ministries-virtually-as 
professors at Tumaini Universi-
ty. They are a feeder for pasto-
ral candidates for the Dodoma 
Diocese.   

Thank you to Susan Santoro and Duane  
Abbott, who have taken on the shared task of 
“tech monitor” each Sunday for the 9 am live 
streaming of  worship.   One more person is need-
ed to assist on a rotating basis—Sunday 8:30 am 
to 10 am.   Training provided for this easy task 
that Susan says “anyone can do.” 

mailto:churchoffice@olivetsylvania.ccsend.com
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Many of our members regularly 
rely on this bi-monthly booklet 
which we continue to receive. 
They may be picked up at church 
just inside the back door near the 
office on the info stand.  

UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS 

“Today only happens once “so the Leisure League has 
attempted to make it exceptional even in this difficult 
time!  Above all, safety and security are our top priorities.  
However, the pandemic has made isolation and depression 
some issues that need to be dealt with, especially for sen-
iors.  
 
 All bus day trips have been cancelled.  In order to help 
the Leisure League members realize that they are im-
portant and not forgotten, in April and May “drive-bys”   
were held in the church back parking lot.  Bags filled with 
snacks and desserts were put directly in the back seats or 
trunk of each member’s car by Cindy and Judy (with 
masks on).  Normally in June, the Leisure League comes 
up to our cottage in the Irish Hills at Evans Lake.   With 
the help of Pastor Nate, Donna Mens and Sandy and Tom 
Garverick , we created a make-believe Lake adventure in 
the church’s back parking lot.  Directed to a “U-shaped  
parking design” members stayed in their cars  while event 
leaders and church personnel did a ”walk and wave-by.”  
A short “Lake Program” followed.  As they left, members 
received their ”beach bag” filled with a hot dog picnic 
style meal.  
 
 Just recently, we “celebrated” a get-together in Dundee 
MI at the Social House 103.  Tables of 2-4 inside and out-
doors were at least 6 feet apart.  The weather was so nice 
that many sat outside.  All had masks on and remained 
socially distant but smiling behind masks to show each 
member how much they missed each other and appreciat-
ed getting outside their homes.  Several similar “get- to-
gethers” are scheduled for September and October.  In 
addition, to these activities, thinking of you cards, emails, 
and numerous phone calls are continuously made to stay 
connected. 
 
The annual Harvest Sale has been cancelled.  However, 
the Leisure League will continue to offer Cherry Street 
Mission and Sparrow’s Nest many items without Leisure 
League members handling each item in individual Christ-
mas bags. 
 
Cindy Riedel/ Judy Paluck 

LEISURE LEAGUE HAPPENINGS  
DURING THIS PANDEMIC 

Beginning September 14:  
 

Monday and Wednesday 
8:00-2:30  

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
8:00-1:00   

 
darn… our doorbell just failed us 

and is  awaiting repair soon 

On-Line Giving Update: 
 

Thanks to all of you that have 
signed up to donate via elec-
tronic giving. If you are contrib-
uting electronically you will no 
longer receive offering enve-
lopes in the mail. If in the future 
you decide to switch back to the 
traditional way of giving, please 
let Chrisann Shaner in the office 
know and she will be glad to 
begin having the envelopes 
mailed to you. 
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QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
Blessing on October 4, 2020 

 

 

There is not enough space to mention all that  
Patsy and Ron Pritts have meant to Olivet! 
Here's a start: 
 

Ron: carried more church keys to the building 
than anyone so he can help as needed; always 
brought an answer when he saw a problem or 
items needing repair; a “yes man” - for many 
needs: fixing stubborn doors/hinges that many 
would have given up on, helping replace/repair 
wheels on the blue dividers; member of the ear-
ly Monday morning 
group (in the 80’s and 
90’s) of retirees known as 
the “fix it guys"; his 
MANY years in the 
Olivet Choir.  
 

Together, Ron and Patsy tackled the tough jobs 
such as, re-doing the aging fabric that sur-
rounded the organ chambers, loft and chancel 
area. 
 

Patsy: served many years on Council; Capital 
Campaign for the CLC, raising over a million 
dollars; the "master" of the Master Building 
Committee; co-leader and then leader of the 
Memorial and Honoraria Committee; co-leader 
of the recent beautiful chapel renovation.  
Patsy’s knowledge in design, engineering, blue 
print and architectural details is unsurpassed.  
Patsy led painting projects over the years. I es-
pecially remember in 2008 when we, along 
with Karen Koester, chose new timeless con-
temporary color scheme for all of our Olivet 
hallways. What a good teacher! I’ve loved be-
ing her student for the 17 years we’ve worked 
together.  
 

I know she is only a phone call away for a con-
sult or a reason for a road trip!               S. 
Walker 
 
Ralph and Patsy Pritts 
120 East Brookline St. 
Winston-Salem, 
NC  27171  
 
In mid July, they relocated  from their home 
in Brooklyn, Mi to be near their son, Ryan. 

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH 
RON AND PATSY PRITTS 

 
Tuesdays 9:30 am  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We continue to meet outdoors 

while warm weather is still here. 
We will soon finish a study of 

“Acts” and plan to complete our 
reading of the entire  
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Greetings from Daily 
Bread volunteers!  We 
had our 24th week of 
Drive Thru dinner last 
night and sadly, we ran 
out of dinners after 
serving 108 meals to 32 

cars. We had to turn away at least 10 cars 
and one walker. We are serving new fami-
lies and individuals every week. There is 
such a need for food ministries. Chef Holly 
reports that last night was the first time in 
Daily Bread history that we ran out of food 
for dinner. 
 

Daily Bread will celebrate our 11th Anniver-
sary on September 23rd with a ham dinner, 
and although things will be very different 
and we won’t be able to serve cake and ice 
cream and have festive decorations, we will 
still praise God for the many years of this 
important and necessary feeding ministry.   
 

Chef Holly is busy with Thanksgiving din-
ner plans.  We will be seeking food dona-
tions again this year. Look for news on that 
soon.   
 

We have a team of about 12 volunteers eve-
ry Wednesday who wash and dry pots and 
pans, do laundry, prepare the food, plate the 
food in Styrofoam containers, direct traffic, 
serve meals to guests in their cars and, when 
available, distribute leftover produce/bread 
from the afternoon. We have many long-
time volunteers and have welcomed some 
dedicated new helpers. We always socially 
distance and wear masks.   
 

                                         
                                   Always in need! 

FOOD MINISTRY 

Wednesday Food 
Distribution by  

Olivet Food Pantry 
and Northwest 
Ohio Food Bank 

 

  

 

  

 
  

 

Our meetings will re-
sume Monday, Septem-
ber 14 at 7:00 in the 
Atrium. It will be so 
good to work together 
again. We have plenty of 
yarn to share and easy 

patterns. Come and bring a size J crochet hook 
or size 13 knitting needles.  
 
Love and encourage a friend or 
family member with the gift of a 
Prayer Shawl. They are available 
at no cost through the church   
office, Monday and Wednesday 
from 8:00-2:30.  
Come in at those times  
and speak with Shannon. 
 

Joyce Barger, long-time 
co-ordinator of this 
group, has decided to 
turn over leadership to others. We heartily 
thank Joyce for her love and dedication, over-
seeing the distribution of 1168 shawls and hun-
dreds of hats and mittens to school children. 
 

Olivet quilters are working on Mondays at 9:30 
in CLC. We plan to expand our number of ta-
bles and workers since our space is much larger 
than can fit in the 
adult education room. 
We also have quite a 
few quilt tops on 
hand ready to be tied. 
Anyone wishing to 
help with quilts, 
please call Carol 
Leupp(419-868-6623). 

OLIVET QUILTERS 
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 AROUND AND ABOUT THE CHURCH BUILDING 

SPECIAL THANKS TO:  
- John Husman, Greg Fett and Jerry Dunaway 
for single handedly performing teller duty 
(money counters) every Monday since March 
29. 

- Bill Hamilton, for replacing the electrical 
cord on our well used  floor burnisher, restor-
ing the wood on handrails of the Sanctuary 
stairways-always with a smile and a little sar-
casm. Attacking any random job that Shan-
non throws at him! For one--purchasing 
mouse traps, applying peanut butter and mon-
itoring the mouse traps after Susan Santoro 
delightfully saw a mouse when monitoring 
the tech desk for live streaming in the Sanctu-
ary. Two less church mice now!! 

- Bob Mens, Bill Hamilton and Fred Sand-
mann for the final paint touch-ups on the 
newly acquired OCNS steel doors; which in-
cludes all the surrounding wood within the 
classrooms, music room and OCNS office.  
 

- Fred Sandmann for his special computer 
technical skills in EXCEL whereby he  
created digital diagrams for us to assess the 
new spatial needs in the Sanctuary and Chris-
tian Life Center due to COVID-19. 

SUMMER IS A BUSY TIME AT 
OLIVET! 

Andrea Laws, one of our expert church  
custodians, single-handedly tackled the pre-
burnishing, waxing, and final burnishing of 
ALL the tile floor surfaces in our building. 
For over ten years, she has done the waxing 
and someone else has done the burnishing 
with the high powered burnisher. This year 
Andrea said, "I can 
do that as well." So, 
she learned and mas-
tered the machine 
and tackled the huge 
job. Chrisann Shaner 
was her usual helpful 
self, removing all the 
furniture from each 
room and replacing it 
when the wax was 
set.  
 

Thanks also to Chrisann for being the win-
dow-washer of windows throughout the 
building, sewing new covers for our Sunday 
nursery, hanging multiple banners and signs 
and on and on. 
 

John Casper, our OTHER expert custodian, 
cleaned carpet and performed various ran-

dom repairs asked of 
him. He mastered the  
re-set of the Christian 
Life Center for socially-
distanced Sunday  
morning worship in that 
space. 
 

Catherine Schultz has 
faithfully cleaned each 
Monday and Wednesday 

during her late afternoon/evening shift. 
 

Thanks to all these hard workers!! 

This is an 
actual 
picture of 
Andrea 
Laws tack-
ling the 
floors. Or 
should we 
say attack-
ing? 

cheese shaped 
peanut butter 

GIFT FROM ED & PHYLLIS RUFF  

Ed and Phyllis Ruff designated a 
substantial gift to Olivet and their 
family has decided to put this gift 
to use by enhancing our landscap-
ing with 15-18 new trees along the 
east side of  our property.  This will 
replace most of the Olive trees that 

are slowly dying off or looking very scraggly.   
The work has begun with removal by Bob 
Schwartz and trees planted by Natures Corner. 
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Our Junior Hi catechism group be-
gins on Sunday, September 13 
with a parent/student orientation.  
 

We have 26 students this year in 
6th, 7th and 8th grades participat-
ing. We will have in person classes 
at Olivet in small groups. For those 

who prefer meeting virtually, we will provide 
a zoom link to join in.  
 

We are putting a number of safety precautions 
in place for our time together. No lunch will 
be provided and our session times will be re-
duced from 2 hours to an hour and 15 
minutes. We will meet in smaller groups and 
outside as much as possible. Everyone will be 
required to wear masks inside the building 
and hard surfaces will be wiped down and 
sanitized.  
 

This year, our study will be on the life of Je-
sus. We will include experiential learning ac-
tivities throughout the year and also offer 
some outdoor fun activities through the fall.  
 

In December, we will re-evaluate prior to 
scheduling our sessions for January – May.  
 

Please keep the Body Shop group and their 
leaders in prayer as we navigate this challeng-
ing time together. 

Shortly after Olivet was closed for in
-house worship due to Covid in late 
March, I began to give the Kids of 
the Kingdom message during our 
livestream services. In addition, I 
continued sending a weekly email to 

parents with a synopsis of the week’s message 
and activity pages for kids to do at home. As 
we opened for in-house 11:00 worship in the 
CLC, we noticed that families with children 
were not attending. Many said they were not 
yet ready to return to in-house worship. While 
I will continue to offer the Kids of the King-
dom message and send emails to parents, I 
plan to provide Spark and Club 345 classes 
either online at 10:00 Sunday mornings - or in 
small groups during the 9:00 or 11:00 worship 
on or after Sunday, September 20. Stay tuned 
for more info! 

FAITH FORMATION/ 

HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH  

FALL CALANDER 
High schoolers will meet 
via zoom twice a month 
this fall and once in person each month for a 
special outdoor gathering 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 

Friday, September 18  --  8 - 9:30 PM 
Zoom (Pastor Melissa) 
 

Sunday, September 20  -- 12:30 - 2 PM 
Assemble LWR School Kits 
(circle drive in back parking lot) 
(Parent Gathering in GOP) 
 
OCTOBER 
 

Friday, October 2  --  8 - 9:30 PM 
Zoom (Rebecca) 
 

Sunday, October 11  --  2 - 4 PM 
Fall Activity: Corn Maze; Pumpkin Carving;  
Apple Picking (meet at destination) 
(Parent "Circle UP") 

High School youth gathered in August for a pre-
start to school evening of togetherness, play, & 
reflection. (Rebecca Gauchet behind the camera.) 
 
… AND celebrated Taylor’s 16th birthday!! 
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 HANDBELL CHOIRS 

I must say COVID 19 is get-
ting the better of all of 
us. Obviously, everything is 
still up in the air about when 
we can get back together to 
ring praises to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. One of the big problems with hand-
bells is we stand very close to each other to 
rehearse and perform. There isn’t a way to 
have 6’ between members since we all share 
handbells. Hopefully, things will calm down 
and we can start up again. Please know I am 
missing all of you – I’m sure you are all miss-
ing each other as well. As soon as it is safe, I 
will be in touch with all of you. 
 
If anyone would like to join our handbell 
choirs, please let me know. Again, as soon as 
it is safe, I can meet with you to teach you 
how to ring handbells. The only requirement 
is you know how to read music. 
 
God bless each and everyone of you.  I hope 
to see you soon in church! 
 
Carol Miller, Director 
Carolamiller5@hotmail.com 
419-283-1895 
 
 
SPARK & CLUB 345 CHILDREN 
I miss singing with you on Sunday mornings 
SO MUCH!!  It was so much fun to share a 
day of VBS on line singing “Father Abraham” 
with Mrs. Kupsky.  If you have not seen it, 
check out the Olivet constant contact.  I 
missed having you all sitting on the carpet 
singing with us.  Good luck with school.  I 
CAN’T WAIT  TO SEE 
YOU ALL AGAIN!! 
 
Much love to you all! 
Be safe, ok? 
Carol Miller 
Carolamil-
ler5@hotmail.com 
419-283-1895 

Our hoped-for “in person” Vacation Bible 
School, Baobab Blast, scheduled for the first 
week in August, was cancelled due to spiking 
coronavirus numbers.  
 
All of the kids who registered received a gift 
bag that week with a number of fun items that 
had been purchased for VBS. In addition, a 
video was made of all of the activities planned 
for the first day and posted on YouTube. The 
needed materials were delivered to the kids 
so they could do the activities along with the 
leaders in the video.  

• Xavier Suarez masterfully produced the 
video  

• Tyler Martin posted the video on 
YouTube (still available) 

•  Fred Sandmann and Bob Mens did the 
opening skit 

• Carol Miller and Marty Kupsky sang and 
did the motions for the song “Father Abra-
ham”  

• Marty Kupsky showed the kids how to 
make a hat  

• Pastor Melissa led a science experiment 
on friction 

• Pastor Nate and his family acted out a Bi-
ble story about Abraham and Sarah 

• Penny Moran and Sharon Heuberger led a 
service project with aloe plants 

Many thanks go out to each of these wonder-
ful leaders.  
 
Thanks also to:  

• Susan Santoro for countless hours of prep 
work 

• Susan Santoro and Karen Rosar for deliv-
ering two sets of VBS bags to our kids 

• Holly Lewandowski for planning and pre-
paring in advance breakfast items for our 
adult and youth leaders that week  

• Our youth leaders who greatly missed be-
ing with the kids!   

 
Next year…..we’ll be back with  

Knights of North Castle!! 

mailto:Carolamiller5@hotmail.com
mailto:Carolamiller5@hotmail.com
mailto:Carolamiller5@hotmail.com
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CHRISTIAN NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

OCNS staff and students are excited to be 
back at Olivet for another year of preschool! 
The school year begins on Sept. 14th. The days 
will look a little different this year with the staff 
wearing masks, required temperature checks, 
and without parent helpers, but we are looking 
forward to a wonderful school year. We have 
many fun activities and lessons planned for the 
students. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers for our ministry.   
 

Please contact Jennifer Crooks,  
Director, if you have any ques-
tions. 419-882-4616, ocns@bex. 
 
OCNS meets Monday - Friday from 9:00-11:30. 
  

 

Our Mission Dollars at Work:  
2028 diapers & 900 baby wipes delivered to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

 

Pastor Lori Strang: “We served 457 families last month, and since the elimination of the un-
employment boost and the reduction of the SNAP/food stamp increase ended in July, we have 
been serving approximately 70 families per week.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 
12:00 - 6:00 

Christian Life Center 

“Thank you for your recent generous dona-
tion of $500.00…providing many families 
with needed backpacks filled with supplies. 
 

The work that SAFS has done this year can 
only be credited to the ongoing support you 
and others in the community have provided 
year after year.” 
 

With sincere gratitude,  
Dottie Segur, Executive Director 

 

 
 
 
Help new parents by providing meals when 
they come home with their new baby. One fam-
ily was served in June and another family is on 
the list to begin meals now. If you would like to 
provide a meal to a new family, please email 
Jill Hepner at jill.hepner@gmail.com. 

mailto:jill.hepner@gmail.com
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It’s NOT Too Soon to  
Begin Thinking About… 

 
Collection  deadline is  
Nov. 15 & the date the  
boxes will be blessed. 
Flyers will be available  
at church with details on  
what to include and what NOT to include.  
 
You may also access this information at 
www.samaritanspurse.org 
 
“We want boys and girls around the world to 
know that God loves them and has not forgot-
ten them during this time of fear and uncer-

tainty. Children need great joy now more than 
ever. Most of all, they need the hope found 
only in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

We’re looking forward to a great Operation 
Christmas Child season as we prayerfully con-
sider ways to modify our collection and pro-
cessing in light of COVID-19.  

 
The global mission emphasis team has been 
up to several things and is doing some plan-
ning for the fall.  Here are highlights: 
 
The whole ELCA mourns the loss of many 
thousands of quilts, school kits, and other 
items for distribution around the Middle East 
in the accidental Beirut explosion. Our global 
team will respond through our Mission Boost 
funds with some financial support to assist in 
recovering from this loss. 
 
Our Olivet Quilters are busy doing their best to 
help in the recovery also. They are working 
toward 100 quilts to be blessed on October 4th 
along with other things they have been work-
ing on through this COVID year.   
 

We have had the blessing of meeting Adam 
Knott, a Young Adult 
in Global Mission 
staff member from 
Ohio who was serving 
the church in Serbia 
before being called 
home due to COVID. 
We hope to build a 
relationship with him 
which will give us all 
the opportunity to 
meet and talk with 
him about his time in 
Serbia, but also about 
his needing to come 
home and all that meant to him and to the 
YAGM program of the ELCA.   
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE LOVED ONES 

For those who are hospitalized or anticipat-
ing procedures (since last publications):  
Ruth Ann Ware; Pearl Christensen.  
 
For those grieving: Donna Mens, at the death 
of her brother, Ray  Helmes (9-9); Linda 
Gubbee, at the death of her mom, Ruth Gubbee 
(9-9); Christina & Samantha Howard and fam-
ily/friends at the death of Jim Howard (9-5); 
Betsy Roberts at the death of her sister, Natalie 
Nelson;  Manzetta Jackson at the death of her 
brother. Mark Anthony. 
 
For those in assisted living, extended care, 
or rehabilitation settings: Pearl Christensen 
at Kingston Residence; Fred Heintz at Water-
ford at Levis Commons;  Bill & Judi Paul, Do-
ris Fry at Oak Leaf Village; Patty Cross at 
West Park Place; Mary Lou Gabel,  Mary 
McMacken, Lea Rawson at Kingston; Phyllis 
Daly at Flower Goerlich Center;  
Sharon Davis at Lakes of Sylvania.  
 
For those who have requested prayers be-
cause of illness or recovery from injury or 
surgery: Sandy Owen,  Mike Moore, Amy 
Lashley, Noah, Myles, Gov. Mike DeWine, 
Larry Morrison, Janet Overmyer, Amber 
Abrams, Dale Heuberger, Jenny Quackenbush, 
Jim Miller, Katelyn, Diane, Connie Bittner, 
Dean Dressel, Bill Paul, John Borton, Bert 
Shaner, Judy Huebner, Bryon Chipps, Jim 
Quackenbush, Barb White, Pam Brubaker, 
Kim Barger, David Daly, Mary Carl, Becky 
Howard, Marcia Morrison, Harold Leupp, 
John T., Christie Reynolds, Shery Krieger, 
Josh Barnes, Doug Morrow, Pr. Kurt Meyers, 
Rudy Helle (Barb Stough’s brother), Diane 
Schwarz, Kim Jamison (Shelley McMacken’s 
sister), Charlee Frazier, Mel and Carolyn 
Micham, JoAnne Johnson, Wayne Huebner, 
Katy Cousino, Eric Adams, Levi Brauer, 
Kathryn Kespohl, Brantley Pauken, Gary Ste-
phenson, Amy Hilt, Jacob Espinosa, Jan Cook, 

Barbara Masten, Tom Cousino, Rick Tucker, 
Carolyn Wadsworth family, Bob Afdahl, Jim-
my Macholz, Linda Macholz, Linda Louder, 
James Cress, Bob Sheets, Jane Pribe,  Marilou 
Smith, Marsha Jackson, Bob Fowler, Phillip 
Pettaway, Janis Stephenson, Louise Blazoff, 
David Ware, John Schuster, Brantley Pifer, 
Mikki Breese, Margaret Schneider, Jean Clark, 
Nancy Hammer, Rod Henthorne, Barb White, 
Don Loose, Jack Ware,  Betty Sidebottom,  
Andrea McCullough, Nick, Danielle, Ethel 
Barnhizer, Scott Reynolds, Shannon Akers, Pat 
Martins, Will Myers, Rita and Larry Ker-
stiens, Terry Hunstman, Phil Sheffield,  Louie 
Espinosa, Bill Willis. 
 

For those in the military:  Christopher An-
derson, Jacob Disher, Kyle Johnson, Michael 
Ferguson, Jarrod Konz, Rob Kaiser, Chris 
Hess, Scot Noss, Kurt Budde, Steve Niederrit-
er, David Kristynik, Kris Taberner, Jeremy 
Reynolds, Sarah Reynolds, Tom Glick, Wesley 
Bockert, Blair Didion, Mat Barger, Steven Eli-
as, Kevin Kahl, Skip Edwards, Ryan Morales.  
 
For our bishops: Bishop Daniel Beaudoin & 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton.  
 

For Olivet members discerning a call to 
ministry: Nicholas Schmidlin on internship in 
Texas, and others. 
 
For Olivet’s local mission partners and in-
ternational missionaries: Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Rev. Mark Rich and Rev. Cynthia 
Holder-Rich serving in Tanzania 
 

For Olivet’s companion churches: Dodoma 
Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania and our companion congregation 
Lwihomelo; and Slovak Evangelical Church of 
the Augsburg Confession in Vojvodina, Serbia. 
 
Our Prayer List is updated regularly. Please let 
the office know if there is someone you wish 
to add to the list. Thank you! 


